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There are several ways we can think about the environment and children’s literature. 
Ultimately, we use literature to understand the world around us through several lenses and 
experiences. Literature helps us to access a wider world than we may be able to 
experience in our everyday lives. 


Our world is beautiful, awe inspiring and ever changing and literature allows us to see this 
in new ways and from different perspectives. The natural progression from appreciating the 
beauty, strength and fragility of the natural world prompts us to ask ‘how to we protect 
this?’ There is a vast range of literature that explores nature and also a growing body of 
work exploring issues such as climate change and sustainability.


There are two major awards in Australia that are dedicated to awarding books for their 
environmental and nature themes:


• Environment Award for Children’s Literature

http://www.eacl.org.au 


• Whitley Awards

	 https://www.rzsnsw.org.au/grants-awards/whitley-awards 


Several of the books in the CBCA’s yearly shortlisted books recognise books with 
environmental themes. I strongly encourage everyone to checkout the above websites as 
there is a wealth of information about shortlisted and award winning books for children. 


Below is a table of some books that I have selected to share from my collections and that 
have had an impact on my young students. This of course is just the tip of the ice-berg (no 
pun intended) and I’d love to hear about any great books that you may have or know of as 
well. 


http://www.eacl.org.au
https://www.rzsnsw.org.au/grants-awards/whitley-awards


Book Details Image & ISBN Notes
Deep roots: how 
trees sustain our 
planet  

Nikki Tate 

2016 Orca Footprints

Chapters are arranged into elements: 
Earth, Air, Water, Fire. An informative 
book for 8-12 year old children that 
celebrates the roles of trees in our 
lives. Visually appealing with great 
book design details and hands on 
activities interwoven throughout the 
text. 

What’s the Buzz: 
keeping bees in flight 

Merrie-Ellen Wilcox

2015 Orca Footprints

Beautifully presented book with well-
informed information about the lives of 
bees and is a call to action. The author 
has written in an upbeat and positive 
way that educates and inspires the 
reader. 

Down to Earth: how 
kids help feed the 
world 

Nikki Tate 

Orca Footprints

Laid out in an attractive manner with 
eye catching title fonts, subtitles and 
photographs. Packed with information 
about the many types of food grown 
and how domestic animals are raised 
around the world.


Every Last Drop: 
bringing clean water 
home 

Michelle Mulder

Orca Footprints

Every Last Drop looks at why the 
world’s water resources are at risk and 
how communities around the world are 
finding innovative ways to quench their 
thirst and water their crops. 

Take Shelter: at 
home around the 
world 

Nikki Tate & Dani 
Tate-Stratton

2014 Orca Footprints

Take Shelter explores the ways people 
live all over the world and 
beyond―from the Arctic to the 
Antarctic, from an underground house 
in Las Vegas to the International Space 
Station. Everywhere people live, they 
adapt to their surroundings and create 
unique environments, using innovative 
techniques to provide that most basic 
of needs: shelter.

978-1-4598-0582-8





978-1-4598-0223-0


978-1-4598-0960-4





978-1-4598-1412-7





978-1-4598-0742-6




Trash Talk: moving 
towards a zero-waste 
world 

Michelle Mulder

Orca Footprints

Trash Talk digs deep into the history of 
garbage, from Minoan trash pits to the 
Great Pacific Garbage Patch, and 
uncovers some of the many innovative 
ways people all over the world are 
dealing with waste.


Brilliant: shining a 
light on sustainable 
energy 

Michelle Mulder

Orca Footprints

Brilliant! is about what happens when 
you harness the power of imagination 
and innovation: the world changes for 
the better! Full of examples of unusual 
(and often peculiar) power 
sources, Brilliant! encourages kids to 
look around for new and sustainable 
ways to light up the world.


What a Waste: Trash, 
Recycling, and 
Protecting Our 
Planet 

Jess French

2019 DK Children

Great book with lots of interactive 
details for young readers. Colourful 
interesting illustrations. 

The Gentle Genius of 
Trees 

Philip Bunting

2021 OMNIBUS 
BOOKS


This is such a clever book full of wit 
and wisdom. It is an 
anthropomorphic journey through the 
world of trees. Great illustrations and 
very appealing to primary students.


The Gentle Genius of 
Trees 

Philip Bunting

2020 Hardie Grant 
Children's Publishing

Entertaining and engaging exploration 
of how children and their families can 
reduce, re-use, recycle, renew and 
REALLY GET INVOLVED in cleaning up 
our planet. 


How Did I Get Here? 

Philip Bunting

2018 OMNIBUS 
BOOKS


Another entertaining exploration of the 
wonderful world and how we came to 
be by Philip Bunting. Starts in the 
darkness of space, and an entertaining 
big bang! It gives a very brief overview 
of how you came to be and may invite 
many curious questions. Grate for early 
childhood to Grade 3. 

9780241366912 

9781760506803


978-1-74276-968-4


978-1-4598-1214-7


978-1-4598-0692-4


9781760975173




The Illustrated 
Encyclopaedia of 
Peculiar Pairs in 
Nature 

Sami Bayly

2021 Lothian 
Children's Books

Discover 60 of the most peculiar pairs 
in nature and learn how plant and 
animal species rely on each other for 
their survival. Investigating all types of 
relationships, from symbiotic to 
parasitic, this is an eye-opening guide 
to the natural world. Beautiful 
illustrations and appealing and 
consistent book design.


The Illustrated 
Encyclopaedia of 
Dangerous Animals 

Sami Bayly

2020 Lothian 
Children's Books

The Illustrated 
Encyclopaedia of 
Ugly Animals 

Sami Bayly

2019 Lothian 
Children's Books

A very interesting and unique book for 
children and adults alike to marvel at 
the curious and ‘ugly’ creatures in our 
world. Includes sixty ugly animals with 
a very appealing layout. 

Australia’s Wild, 
Weird, Wonderful 
Weather 

Stephanie Owen 
Reeder, Tania 
McCartney

2020 National Library 
of Australia


Hold On! Saving the 
Spotted Handfish 

Gina Newton, Rachel 
Tribout

2020 CSIRO

This is the story of a quirky and 
primitive little fish that is famous for 
two things: walking on its 
'hands' (pectoral fins), and being the 
first marine fish anywhere in the word 
to be listed on the IUCN Red List of 
Threatened Species. The Spotted 
Handfish has survived since the time of 
the dinosaurs — until now. Invasive sea 
stars, pollution and climate change 
mean that this unique Australian is in 
real trouble — raise your hand if you 
want to know more!


Hold On! Saving the Spotted Handfish 
is perfect for primary aged readers

9780734420046


9780734419019


9780734420015


9780642279637


9781486311842







Dry to Dry: The 
Seasons of Kakadu 

Pamela Freeman, Liz 
Anelli

2020 Walker Books 
Australia

Beautifully written narrative that 
explores the unique story of one of 
Australia's most amazing landscapes. 
Features lyrical narrative and well-
researched facts by award-winning 
author Pamela Freeman. Stunning 
original mixed media illustrations by Liz 
Anelli.

A Child’s 
Introduction to 
Natural History: The 
Story of our Living 
Earth – From 
Amazing Animals 
and Plants to 
Fascinating Fossils 
and Gems 

Heather Alexander & 
Meredith Hamilton

2016 Black Dog & 
Leventhal

Targeted at 8-12 year old children this 
is a great book to have in your primary 
bookshelves. Begins with a beautiful 
introduction in the book jacket and 
interesting endpapers working its way 
into the title and introductory pages 
with a group of people opening the 
book and taking us on a journey as we 
turn the pages. Highlighting every 
kingdom of life--plants, bacteria, 
mammals, birds, amphibians, insects, 
rocks and minerals. The mix of 
colourful illustrations, informative 
diagrams, text and photographs is very 
appealing and accessible. Includes 
biographies and fun, hands-on projects 
for kids to do on their own or with 
adults.

Australian 
Geographic Unlikely 
Friendships in Nature 

Linh Dao & Pavla 
Hanáčková

2016 Australian 
Geographic

Cute illustrations and soft colourful 
layout. Explores several plants and 
animals have ‘found a way to help one 
another’. Explores symbiosis, 
mutualism and cooperative 
relationships. 

Australian 
Geographic Science 
The Cycle of Life: 
The life cycle of 
plants and animals

 Non-Fiction. 8 years +. This book 
explores the life cycles living things 
such as of insects, birds, whales and 
flowering plants and discover the 
environmental factors that can affect 
these processes. Visually appealing 
layout and great photographs. 

978-1742459486


978-0316311366





978-1925694451


9781760650285




Australian 
Geographic Science 
Earth’s Changing 
Surface: How nature 
and people shape 
the Earth 

Non-Fiction. 8 years +.

This book explores the effects of 
extreme weather events such as floods 
and bushfires and considers the 
environmental impact of different 
human activities.


Australian 
Geographic Science 
Adapt to Survive: 
Survival features of 
plants and animals 

2018 Australian 
Geographic

Non-Fiction. 8 years +.

Living things are fantastically adapted 
to their environments Plants and 
animals have developed behavioural 
structural and physiological 
adaptations in order to survive in a 
wide range of environment

Australian 
Geographic Science 
Extreme Weather: 
Sudden changes to 
the Earth’s Surface 

2017 Australian 
Geographic

Non-Fiction. 8 years +.

The surface of our Earth is constantly 
fluctuating. Extreme weather events 
and movement of tectonic plates can 
rapidly create new and different 
environments.

Australian 
Geographic Science 
Electrical Energy: 
Generated and 
transferred

Non-Fiction. 8 years +.

Electricity powers our homes and 
vehicles, heats our water and helps us 
go about our lives. Humans draw from 
many natural sources to power 
turbines and generate electrical energy. 
In this book, students investigate the 
sustainability of different energy 
sources, learn about conductors and 
insulators, and explore the features of 
electrical devices.

978-1742459578


978-1925694444


9781925694437


9781742459592




Australian 
Geographic Science 
Growth and Survival: 
How the 
environments impact 
plants and animals 

2018

Non-Fiction. 8 years +.

Life on Earth is found in all types of 
environments - from rainforests to 
deserts, grasslands and many more. In 
this book, students investigate how the 
different features of these 
environments, such temperature range, 
and availability of food, water and 
shelter impact the growth and survival 
of living things.


The Boy Who 
Harnessed the Wind 

William Kamkwamba

2019 Penguin Books

Tells the real life story of how William 
spent time at his local library during a 
difficult period of drought and 
discovered a way that he may be able 
to generate electricity in his village. A 
tale of adversity and perseverance 
which also looks at recycling and 
repurposing materials to create 
solutions.  

When the Whales 
Walked and Other 
Incredible 
Evolutionary 
Journeys  

Dougal Dixon & 
Hannah Bailey

2018 Words and 
Pictures

Explores evolution through thirteen 
case studies with beautiful illustrations 
by Hannah Bailey

Fire! 

Jackie French & 
Bruce Whatley


2015 Scholastic 
Australia

Lyrically written and beautifully 
illustrated. Tells the story of a common 
Australian natural disaster; bushfires, 
through the eyes of a cockatoo. 

Drought 

Jackie French & 
Bruce Whatley


2018 Scholastic 
Australia

Powerful poetic text exploring another 
harsh impact of our Australian climate.

978-1912413973


9781742838199


9780803735118


9781925694413


9781743623589




Flood 

Jackie French & 
Bruce Whatley


2011 Scholastic 
Australia

Inspired by the Queensland floods. 
Beautifully written and this time the 
story is seen through the eyes of a 
cattle dog. 

Cyclone 

Jackie French & 
Bruce Whatley 

2018 Scholastic 
Australia


Based on another real Australian 
natural disaster, Tropical Cyclone Tracy. 

Earthquake 

Jackie French & 
Bruce Whatley


Due Feb 2022

Coming soon!


Down below the giant rumbled, all 
around us buildings crumbled, 
Newcastle began to shake ... 

"Quake!" yelled someone. 

"Out! Earthquake!"


What’s the Issue 
Great Barrier Reef 
Under Threat 

Julie Murphy

Provides an informed, unbiased review 
of some of Australia's most topical 
issues: social, environmental, 
economic and political. Complex 
issues are written clearly and simply, 
without bias or prejudice. Small chunks 
of text makes information accessible to 
a wide range of student abilities. Ages 
10-14.

9781743623589


9781742830728


978-1420282375


9781743834817




Earth by numbers 
Plant Structures 

Nancy Dickman

2018 Capstone 
Global Library Ltd

Great informative text for primary aged 
children. Interesting incorporation of 
number theme to explore interesting 
facts throughout the text alongside 
good portions of information. Great 
photographs and images on every 
single page. 

The World We Want 

Kim Michelle Toft

2005 University of 
Queensland Press

A very brightly coloured exploration of 
the unique ecosystems of North 
Queensland. It is an interactive book 
that has many interesting animals to 
spot in each of the nine ecosystems. 
Poetic repetitive verse that engages 
and builds the story whilst always 
reminding us that this natural beauty is 
the ‘world that we want’. Takes an 
interesting perspective as different 
animals glide and fly across the 
different double spreads and includes a 
final open out 4 page spread. 

Incredible Plants 

Leslie Dow

1997 Allen and 
Unwin

Gr. 4-6. From the Nature Company 
Discoveries series, which evidently 
originates in Australia, this book 
contains a great deal of miscellaneous 
information about plants. Each double-
page spread presents a new subject, 
such as "Plants with Spores," "Life in 
the Desert," and "Medicines from 
Plants." The many colourful paintings, 
diagrams, and photographs, better 
than those in most science series 
books, fill most of the pages and 
effectively illustrate the text. The 
coverage is broad and rather cursory; 
however, browsers will pick up 
interesting bits of plant lore and some 
useful information and diagrams for 
reports. Carolyn Phelan

Grow it Yourself! 
Grow your own 
sandwich 

John Malam

2012 Capstone 
Global Library Ltd


Great informative text for younger 
readers. Great labelled photographs 
goes through from genera information 
about tomatoes to different ways to 
grow and care for them concluding 
with a procedure for making a 
sandwich. 


Grow it Yourself! 
Grow your own 
butterfly Farm

978-1406224795





978-1406224788


1864489723





9781474765367


9780702234828







Grow it Yourself! 
Grow your own 
Smoothie 

John Malam

2011 Capstone 
Global Library

Grow it Yourself! 
Grow your own 
Snack

978-1406224771


Grow it Yourself! 
Grow your own Soup

978-1406224764


Essential life Science 
Variation and 
Classification 

Melanie Waldron

2014 Capstone 
Global Library Ltd

More suitable for upper primary 9+.

Gives a detailed look into how plants 
and animals can vary from their parents 
and how this is caused by changes 
over time. Even has some experiments 
throughout the text to illustrate big 
ideas.

Young Dark Emu 

Bruce Pascoe

2019 Magabala 
Books

Young Dark Emu tells of our Australian 
history from a different perspective. It 
is good to understand that there is 
always more than one perspective the 
way people interact with the land is 
varied and diverse across the country 
and throughout history.

Desert Lake The 
Story of Kati Thanda-
Lake Eyre 

Pamela Freeman & 
Liz Anelli

2018 Walker Books 
Australia


A great book that combines narrative 
with factual forms to entertain and 
inform young readers in an engaging 
way. Text layout and book design is 
very colourful and interesting. Great for 
primary classrooms and libraries. 

9781925360844


9781406262421


978-1406224818





9781760650384




Where the Forest 
Meets the Sea 

Jeanie Baker

1990 Walker Books 
Australia

This is a must have in all libraries. 
Subtly explores human impacts on our 
local/Australian environment. The 
collage illustrations tell the story of the 
changing rainforest through the 
imagination of a young boy. 

Window 

Jeanie Baker

2002 Walker Books 
Australia


A great visual text in the form of a 
wordless picture book. The collages 
tell the story by looking out of a single 
window at the changing landscape as 
the baby grows. 


Belonging 

Jeanie Baker

2002 Walker Books 
Australia


The companion book to Window. 
Follows a similar pattern but this time 
in reverse. It starts in the ‘concrete 
jungle’ of a city and shows the process 
of reclaiming green spaces. 

The Story of Rosy 
Dock 

Jeanie Baker

2002	 Walker Books 
Australia


This book explores another human 
impact on our environment (the things 
that grow around us). It is set in the 
Australian desert and follows the story 
of Rosy who follows the early 
European settlers who planted seeds 
from home in the desert.  

Circle 

Jeanie Baker

2016 Walker Books 
Australia


Another beautiful collection of artistic 
collages laid out and composed by 
Jeannie Baker. It is stunningly beautiful 
with simple text that balances the story 
telling with visuals and text. The book 
describes the winter migration of 
Godwits from Alaska to Australia and 
explores the interdependency of 
nature.

9780744594867


9781760651091


9781406305487


9781406338010





9780744513059




The Lorax 

Dr Seuss

1971 Random House 
Books


The Lorax is one of the first ever eco-
warriors. Amusingly written in the 
rhyming rhythmic style of its author, Dr 
Seuss. Although the land, creatures 
and trees are all a fantasy the 
messages are real and leave a lasting 
impression on readers of all ages. 

Uno’s Garden 

Graeme Base

2013 Puffin Books

Beautifully illustrated, funny and 
moving story about environment, 
ecology, and human's ability to affect 
the world around them - for better and 
for worse. Young readers can learn 
basic maths concepts along the way, 
as Uno loves the forest that he 
discovers and decides to move in and 
build a house. Soon a town, then a city 
etc develop around him and the plants 
begin to disappear. Uno learns that it's 
all a question of balance. 

Lester and Clyde 

James H. Reece

1997 Scholastic

This is a great story about friendship 
and getting along as the two frogs 
Lester and Clyde learn how much they 
appreciate each other after some time 
apart. There is a subplot about 
pollution which is why this book has 
made the list. Great for lower primary 
students.

One Careless Night 

Christina Booth

2019

One Careless Night is an emotive 
narrative about the human impact on 
the Thylacine (Tasmanian Tiger) in 
Australia. Using the darkness of night 
as the theme throughout the text. A 
great text for middle to upper primary. 

You Can Change the 
World 

Lucy Bell

Pantera Press

This is an informative book non-fiction 
text for young readers who want to 
make a positive change in the world. It 
is focused on small and simple ways 
each person can make a positive 
impact to make the world a better 
place by empowering the individual. 

9780143501305

9780008203924 

9781925381856 

 

9781925700527 

 

9780908643646 



Eco Rangers Series 

Candice Lemon-
Scott


New Frontier


Eco Rangers is a mystery series with 
environmental themes and lots of 
adventure.  A great book for 
independent reading but even better to 
share with as adult who can expand 
upon and discuss some of the 
environmental themes the books raise. 
The three books in this series will see 
Ebony and Jay solving eco mysteries 
and meeting new animal species.


Tree Beings 

Raymond Huber & 
Sandra Severgnini.

2021 Exisle 
Publishing

An innovative text that encourages us 
to see trees as beings/intelligent living 
things. The book shares stories of 
people who live and work with trees 
including scientists, gardeners and 
activists. There are four ‘big ideas’: 
trees give life, they have their own 
intelligence, trees can help us, and we 
must protect them. Great for 7-12 
years of age.


The Power of 
Positive Pranking  

Nat Amoore

2020 Penguin 
Random House 
Australia

Winner of the 2021 Environment Award 
for Children’s Literature. A witty and 
humorous narrative about a trio of 
school friends who become ‘pranking’ 
activists and call themselves the Green 
Peas. They are frustrated by the adults 
who don’t always listen and realise 
they need to take action to get their 
attention hence the title ‘The Power of 
Positive Pranking’.

The Book of 
Australian Trees 

Inga Simpson, Alicia 
Rogerson (Illustrator)

2021 Lothian 
Children's Books

Beautiful illustrations and very 
appealing book design. This book 
really does an outstanding job of 
displaying the unique beauty and 
diversity of our Australian trees. 
Children will connect with the realistic 
illustrations and enjoy learning about 
the tree that they may have seen 
around them locally or in their holiday 
travels.

Why I love Australia 

Bronwyn Bancroft

2016 Hardie Grant 
Children's Publishing

This is a beautiful celebration of 
country which gives young readers a 
different way to view the land around 
them.

9780143796381

9780734418531 

9781760125127 

  

9781925820539 



Steve Parish Nature 
Kids series 

Always a favourite with kids when 
exploring the natural world. 

Incredible Earth: Our 
Planet’s Most 
Spectacular 
Geography 

Stewart McPherson

Don Hanson 
Charitable 
Foundation

Informative books with stunning 
visuals. 

What on Earth: The 
Creatures You Have 
Never Heard Of 

Stewart McPherson

Don Hanson 
Charitable 
Foundation

Another visually appealing informative 
text with a great balance of text, 
photographs and visual design. 
Showcases some of the world’s most 
interesting and unusual animals and 
great for exploring biodiversity. 

Plant, Sow, Make & 
Grow Mud-tastic 
activities for budding 
gardeners 

Esther Coombs

Button Books

This book is packed with information 
and different ways to grow plants and 
lots of activities on how to use the 
plants to create a something useful. It 
is written in the Northern Hemisphere 
so the Seasons are different but there 
is still lots to grow and make for any 
young gardeners out there.

9781787080249


  

 

9781913631000 

978191363102 
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A Patch From 
Scratch 

Megan Forward 
2018 Penguin 
Random House 
Australia

An engaging and fun picture book 
showing through delightful illustrations 
and informed text, the pure delight of 
growing your own fruit and vegetables 
at home.

The Tree 

Graeme Base  
2020 Penguin 
Random House 
Australia

This is an interesting narrative about a 
cow, a duck, some new fruits in true 
Grame Base style (mooberries and 
mushquacks) and a very big tree. 
Whilst the message isn’t specifically 
environmental it is a beautiful and 
engaging book for younger readers 
that does illustrate some of the 
features of trees etc that would be 
great to read as a companion book. 

Welcome to Country  

Aunty Joy Murphy 
and Lisa Kennedy

This is a beautiful book that shares the 
ceremony of Welcome to country and 
through the illustrations shows the 
connections of Aboriginal people to 
their country. ‘People are part of the 
land, and the land is a part of them’. 
Indigenous artist Lisa Kennedy gives 
the Wurundjeri Welcome to Country 
form in beautiful paintings rich with 
blues and browns and illustrates 
boundaries that are defined by 
mountain ranges and waterways.  


The Great Kapok 
Tree: A Tale of the 
Amazon Rain Forest  

Lynn Cherry

This is a very creative modern Fable 
from Lynn Cherry. The central 
character spends his time trying to cut 
down a giant kapok tree to the 
continual point of exhaustion. Whilst he 
sleeps many creatures from the forest 
whisper in his ear about the 
importance of trees. The illustrations 
are very detailed and this is a book that 
you can spend many hours 
appreciating. 


9781922244871 

9780152026141 

9781760 897048


9780143794608



A Hollow is a Home 

Abbie Mitchell & 
Illustrated by Astrid 
Hicks 2019

CSIRO Publishing

This is great colourful book from 
CSIRO that allows you to peek inside 
tree hollows and discover more than 
340 species of incredible Australian 
animals that call hollows home. 
Beautiful real photographs throughout 
the text add to the sense of awe and 
wonder. 


Tree of Life: The 
Incredible 
Biodiversity of Life 
on Earth 

Rochelle Strauss 
Illustrated by Margot 
Thompson 

2004 A & C Black 
Publishing

Tree of Life shows how living things are 
classified into five kingdoms. It is 
cleverly designed with beautiful 
scientific illustrations. It subtly starts 
with a family tree and a 
multigenerational family on a picnic 
around/under a large tree and the 
children in the family are interspersed 
under the canopy throughout the book 
as they learn all about the biodiversity 
of living things and their 
interdependence among each other in 
the ‘tree of life’.


The Big Book of 
Bugs  

Yuval Zommer

2016 Thames & 
Hudson

This is a great interactive book that 
encourages young readers to get 
outdoors and observe the small but 
wonderful bugs in their backyards. The 
book is full of cute illustrations, 
information about different types of 
bugs and activities to support bug life. 
Some of the interesting facts are quite 
humorous and includes many ‘Can you 
find’ activities throughout the book. 
Highly recommend for younger 
readers.

Dear Earth  

Isabel Otter & Clara 
Anganuzzi

2020 Caterpillar 
Books

A great book to appreciate the natural 
beauty and wonder of our Earth. A 
young girl walks along the beach and 
talks to her Grandfather about the 
Earth. She decides to write a letter to 
the Earth. She imagines travelling to all 
corners of the natural world and the 
illustrations and text layout will have 
you turning the book this way and that 
as you follow along. 

978-1-760-76162-2


 

978-0-7136-8972-3


 

9781486308 057


978-1-84857-941-5


 



Earth Verse: Haiku 
from the Ground Up 

Sally M. Walker 
illustrated by William 
Grill

2018 Candlewick 
Press

This is a fantastic book exploring the 
Earth through haiku. The illustrations 
are impressionistic but accurate and 
encourages readers to think about our 
planet. The book has a simple colour 
scheme of whites, reds, blues and 
black and the first double spread is set 
looking upon the Earth from space, 
then travelling deep into the core and 
out again. Not only is it full of 
interesting haikus but there is also a 
section at the back with lots of 
scientific information. Highly 
recommend this text to all.

The Thirsty Flowers 

Tony Wilson and 
Julie Knoblock

2006 Hardie Grant 
Egmont

This is a truly hilarious book with some 
very animated and dramatic 
characters. A full rhyming narrative that 
details the woes of a garden of diverse 
flowers whose owner seems more 
concerned with hosing down his 
concrete paths than tending to the 
living things around him. This is a 
wonderfully surprising book that my 
own children will never let me part with.

Greta Thunberg 
(Little People, Big 
Dreams) 

Maria Isabel 
Sanchez Vegara, 
Anke Weckmann

2020 Quarto UK

This is the story of how Greta 
Thunberg, a young girl who cares for 
the environment, was frustrated by the 
adults of the world who seemed to be 
doing nothing about climate change. 
She made small changes at home and 
convinced her parents to as well. Greta 
began to protest every Friday and 
inspired many other students around 
the world. Includes a biography at the 
end of the story. 

Greta and the Giants 

Zoe Tucker

2019 Quarto

A fantastic novel inspired by Greta 
Thunberg. Greta is a little girl who lives 
in a beautiful forest threatened by 
Giants. When the Giants first came to 
the forest, they chopped down trees to 
make houses. Then they chopped 
down more trees and made even 
bigger homes. The houses grew into 
towns and the towns grew into cities, 
until now there is hardly any forest left. 
Greta knows she has to help the 
animals who live in the forest, but 
how? 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