
Minutes 
CBCA NSW NENW Sub Branch meeting:   

 10.00 am, 5 June, 2021  
Armidale Regional Library Meeting Room 

Present: Sophie Masson, Maria Craven, Miriam Newall, Lyndal Knuckey, Tracey MacKay,   
  Fay Paris, Sylvia Ransom, Kirrily Hahn, Firas Ilyas (and his father and little brother) 

Apologies:    Heather Fisher, Jo Sherrin, Alex Wharton  

Meeting theme:   Refugees in children’s literature - Lyndal Knuckey and Maria Craven, and   
    Fay Paris  - available as a separate book list. 
  
     Firas Ilyas is a young Ezidi refugee boy, now in Year 7 at school who, last 
year wrote his story of fleeing Syria and arriving in Armidale with his family.  He read part of his sto-
ry to the meeting and was engaging, enthusiastic and intelligent and a pleasure to have at our 
meeting.  It is hoped a publisher can be found for his story, as there are very few first hand ac-
counts from articulate people his age. 

Business arising:  

• Treasurer’s report -      Our bank account currently stands at $2060.56  We have paid half of 
our outstanding bills for Booked In!  and have not yet received all outstanding amounts from 
schools.  Given that we did not receive a grant for our festival this year, the New England Writers’ 
Centre has offered to assist with our costs to the amount of $650.00.   
- Secretary to send an invoice to NEWC, and also an email to one of our presenters who may 
wish to be reimbursed for her fuel costs as well as her per diem. 

• Booked In! 2021. -  
Took place May 26-29 in collaboration with the New England Writers’ Centre, who ran a writing 
workshop on May 29.  Gabrielle Wang and Sandy Flett were presenters. Gabrielle and Sandy 
made nine school visits each over three days to ten different schools..   
The secretary read out an email from Heather Fisher who organised the school visits but was 
unable to attend the meeting due to other commitments (appended).  
Some tweaking of our Booked In! Is structure needed. Possibly scaled charges for smaller 
schools; limits to numbers or age levels at an author/illustrator presentation; timetabling al-
lowances for distant schools.  What to do regarding building our bank account back up.  And a 
bookplate signed by visiting author/illustrators to be placed in school library copies of their books.  
It was recommended that we hold a separate meeting of the Sub Branch executive to discuss 
and resolve these matters. 

• Bushfire affected schools in our region (Ebor and Wytaliba Public Schools) granted free CBCA 
NSW memberships after our nominations. (held over, Secretary to contact schools about what 
they did with their memberships) 

• Dates for 2021 meetings 
 August 7 -        CBCA Shortlist - Heather Fisher 
 September 4 -  Number and counting books - Lyndal Knuckey 
 November 6 -   Inside Story book to be produced by NEWC with a grant from Create NSW.  We  
         will ask Kathy and Peter Creamer if they will present - Sophie to contact Peter  
    and Kathy to confirm that they will present. 
 December 4 -   The environment and Children’s literature - Claire Robertson 


