
Minutes  
CBCA NSW NENW Sub Branch meeting:   

 10.00 am, 2 May, 2020  
Virtual meeting via Zoom 

Present: Sophie Masson, Heather Attrill,  Heather Fisher, Miriam Newall, Lyndal Knuckey,  
  Ann Young 

Apologies:    Tracy Condrick, Vivienne Gregg, Sandy Flett, Alex Wharton, Maria Craven, Anna  
  Thomson  

Business arising: 
• Treasurer’s report: No change to our bank account which stands at $1184.12   
• Booked In! 2020 - At this stage this is a place holder on our Agenda, until we learn whether our 

postponed date in October will take place. 
• NEWC High Country Book People: Sophie spoke about this project for which the NEWC is ap-

plying for a grant from the Australia Council.  If successful, book people including librarians, 
teachers, authors, illustrators, and of course, readers will talk about their involvement in a five 
minute video.  Children’s book people will be involved, including Fiona McDonald, Ian Irvine, 
John Heffernan, Lyndal (possibly with her drive-by book collection scheme for kids’ books for 
Newling school students) and others. 

• Lady Cutler Award 2020 nomination submitted prior to deadline. Awaiting announcement - an-
other place holder in our Agenda. 

• The letter nominating Wytaliba and Ebor schools for a year’s free CBCA NSW membership will 
be sent to the head office next week.  Nominations are for schools and libraries affected by bush-
fires. 

• CBCA NSW AGM to take place virtually this afternoon,  Sylvia to attend. 

Also mentioned at the meeting: 
• Sandy Flett, one of our members, and an illustrator of children’s books was interviewed last 

Monday on ABC New England Regional radio.  If you want to to listen, Sandy has linked it from 
her website:  https://sandyflettart.com/interviews/ 

• Also Sophie has made available until the end of September a wonderful activity pack that she 
and Kathy Creamer collaborated on:  the Fox and Chook activity pack with things to do and in-
formation about books, all themed around foxes and chickens:   https://sophiemassonpre-
sents.com/fun-free-online-creative-exercises-for-children-and-adults/  

• Sophie mentioned a new item on her blog page, by Kathy Creamer about her new book, The Big 
Old Rambutan Tree,  https://firebirdfeathers.com/2020/04/29/celebrating-new-books-in-
troublesome-times-8-kathy-creamer/  

• And Heather Attrill queried those present about interest in schools and young readers in ebooks, 
egraphic novels and other electronic formats, which arose from a query from a staff member at 
the Armidale Regional Library.   

• Dates & Programs for meetings in 2020:  
   6 June - long weekend, a book discovery, particularly one that lends itself to a virtual 
   environment and storytelling 
   1 August - CBC Shortlist (Heather Fisher) 
   5 September - Sandy Flett to present; 
   7 November - Michelle Wheatley from Reader’s Companion book shop 
   5 December - Refugees in children’s literature, Vivienne Gregg to present - Christ  
   mas lunch 

Meeting theme: Young adult crime and spy fiction, Heather Attrill co-ordinating 

We have been trying to produce a booklist for each book themed program.  This time there was 
masses of information - books titles mentioned, articles used as source material, which you can 
find on the booklist.  It was also suggested that we could choose a booklist already created as the 
basis for an activity pack similar to Sophie and Kathy’s ‘Fox & Chook’ pack.  If you would like to try 
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this, let the secretary know which booklist you plan to use so people can collaborate, rather than 
double up. 

Meeting closed 11.15 am. 


