
Minutes  
CBCA NSW NENW Sub Branch meeting:   

 10.00 am, 4 April, 2020  
Virtual meeting via Zoom 

Present: Sophie Masson, Sylvia Ransom, Tracy Condrick, Miriam Newall, Heather Fisher,   
   Lyndal Knuckey, Heather Attrill 

Apologies:   Alex Wharton, Vivienne Gregg, Ann Young, Anna Thomson  

Business arising:   
(This was our first meeting using Zoom, and although not perfect (we will get better!) we were able 
to hold a meeting, and use the video facilities to share our endpaper examples.  See notes below 
and separate booklist below.) 

• Treasurer’s report: Our bank account currently stands at $3184.12.  We are holding the grant 
money received, pending a new date for Booked In! 

• Booked In! 2020 
  Ursula Dubosarsky is Children’s Laureate for 2020/2021, so we were fortunate to have our 
event in her diary before the announcement.  We have postponed Booked In! but both Ursula and 
Margrete have agreed to a new date in October.  As soon as we are aware that this can go ahead, 
Heather will send out new dates, and subsequently invoices.  
  
In the meantime, NEWC (http://www.newc.org.au) is providing a number of online activities for 
members, and the  
Children’s Laureate website contains activities month by month, contributed by Ursula 
(www.childrenslaureate.org.au), and  
Sophie’s Blog lists free creative activities writers and illustrators are offering, in this period: 
https://firebirdfeathers.com/directory-of-free-online-creative-writing-and-illustration-resources-and-
activities/ 

Also, Sophie noted that Australian publishers have suspended copyright requirements during the 
current situation for online storytelling. 
• Lady Cutler Award 2020 nomination submitted prior to deadline. Awaiting announcement which 

was to have been made at the CBCA NSW AGM, now postponed to November 2020.   
• Letter to CBCA NSW regarding the cost of membership in the CBCA NSW from possible new 

members, and renewals of current members affected by bushfires, both individual and school 
members.  A reduction in fees should be possible. CBCA NSW responded that a fee reduction 
was not possible, but that we could nominate schools whose had been heavily affected by the 
bushfires.   

• A letter will be written nominating Wytaliba and Ebor Public Schools, but has been held off until 
things settle down while we are all learning to live differently. 

• Book Week has been postponed in 2020 until November 
• Scheduling:  Agreed that we would hold our May meeting on 2 May, and have a June meeting 

(see below)  
• Sylvia noted - particularly for nonCBCA NSW members - that the ‘Members Lounge’ space, now 

on the CBCA NSW website (https://www.cbcansw.org.au) also has useful resources of various 
kinds.   

• Dates & Programs for meetings in 2020:  
   2 May  - Young adult crime and spy fiction, Heather Attrill co-ordinating 
   6 June - theme - a book discovery, particularly one that lends itself to a virtual    
   environment and storytelling    
   1 August - CBC Shortlist (Heather Fisher) 
   5 September - Sandy Flett to present; 
   7 November - Michelle Wheatley from Reader’s Companion book shop 

http://www.newc.org.au
http://www.childrenslaureate.org.au
https://firebirdfeathers.com/directory-of-free-online-creative-writing-and-illustration-resources-and-activities/
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   5 December - Refugees in children’s literature, Vivienne Gregg to present - Christ  
   mas lunch 

Meeting theme: Endpapers in children’s books - Lyndal Knuckey co-ordinator 

Lyndal mentioned several online articles on the topic:  
https://www.slaphappylarry.com/the-importance-of-picturebook-endpapers-and-other-peritext/  
https://margretelamond.com/blog/2018/4/16/endpapers-gateways-rather-than-pathways-into-a-
picture-book 
https://penandoink.com/2013/08/19/the-story-with-endpapers  

Sophie, wearing her publisher hat, indicated that generally there is no additional printing cost to 
plain white endpapers, but even plain coloured ones attract an additional charge, and of course 
ones like those we displayed (and to be found on the separate booklist) attract the additional cost 
of both the art work and its reproduction.  The meeting was fortunate to get a preview of two of 
Sophie’s forthcoming books who endpapers were relevant to the discussion.   
The Snowman's Wish, written by Sophie Masson, illustrated by Ronak Taher, Dirt Lane Press, July 
2020, https://firebirdfeathers.com/2020/01/04/announcement-and-cover-reveal-for-the-snowmans-
wish/ 

A House of Mud, written by Sophie Masson, illustrated by Katrina Fisher, published by Little Pink 
Dog Books, August 2020 (and available for pre-order now): https://littlepinkdogbooks.com/2020-
books-2/a-house-of-mud/ 

A few general comments.  Illustrated endpapers seem to be more prevalent in picture books than 
books for older readers.  They fall into several categories: 
Plain white endpapers; plain coloured endpapers chosen to reflect a colour featured heavily in the 
main part of the book or reflecting the book’s mood; illustrated endpapers - same front (FEP) and 
back; and illustrated endpapers that augment the story, either leading you into the story, adding a 
‘comment’ of sorts, and often different a front and back as part of progressing the text.
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