
Minutes CBCA NSW NENW Sub Branch meeting:   
 10.00 am, 3 August, 2019,  

Armidale Memorial Library Meeting Room 

Present: Jo Sherrin, Tracey Condrick, Heather Fisher, Heather Attrill, Miriam Newall, Lyndal  
  Knuckey, Sylvia Ransom 

Apologies:   Ann Young, Vivienne Gregg 

Business arising: 
• Treasurer’s report: Our current bank balance stands at $2191.62. 
  The treasurer sought and received consent to put part of our funds into a higher interest 
bearing account.  (Lyndal Knuckey) 

• Booked In! 2020 
 Planning is well under way for 2020.   
Sophie Masson reported that our 2020 guests will be Ursula Dubosarky and Margrite Lamond, of 
Dirt Lane Press.  Dates for school visits will be April 30 and May 1.  The visits will be part of a New 
England Writer’s Centre initiative that follows on from the 2019 Stories Connect programme (see 
June 2019 Minutes).  Following on from our success this year of having local authors/illustrators 
visit schools outside Armidale, NEWC plans to repeat this, probably with John Heffernan and Beat-
tie Alvarez.  It is also possible that we may extend our reach as far as Moree, contingent on a suc-
cessful CASP grant application.  The Community Workshop around the same time, with the same 
presenters and a picture book theme will likely take place at NERAM. 
Sophie also reported that the Stories Connect program with her and Kathy Creamer as presenters 
has been very successful.  They have used their Building Site Zoo book to stimulate the participat-
ing children.  A second follow up workshop will take place towards the end of August.   

Sophie also brought to books to show:  Petal and the Really Hard Riddle by Katherine England, 
illustrated by David Allan.  Christmas Press, 2019. 
      The Hunt for Ned Kelly by Sophie Masson.  A reprint edition. 
  And she told us about a new Australian picture book publisher:  Red Paper Kite Publishing 
(https://www.redpaperkite.com )  based in Perth, WA. 

• Sylvia mentioned the Copyright Agency’s website for children’s literature.  https://readingaustrali-
a.com.au which has teacher resources for a large number of Australian children’s titles, and in-
cludes a search interface with searching via title, author, genre, and age group.  The site also 
has student competitions, and is well worth further investigation. 

  
• Dates and themes for 2019 activities:             
   September 7 - Liz Hale and the International Youth Library in Munich 
   October - no meeting  
   November 2 - Graphic novels (Lyndal Knuckey) 
   December 7 - Lunch and collective noun books (Vivienne Gregg) 

 
    
Meeting theme:  CBCA shortlist 2019   
 Heather Fisher had brought all the books on the short list, read them, written a short review of 
each and told us her picks in each category.  A big thank you to Heather for all her work.  Heather’s 
choices in each category are followed by either an (a) for first and (b) for second choice. 
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Just some of the covers from the Notables list….. 

Book of the Year: Older Readers 

1. Atkins, Clare: Between Us.   
Very impressive.  Engaging in its structure -1st person with headings  of the name of the protag-
onist. Magnetic in the unfolding narrative, drawing a picture of the current refugee plight and the 
lack of humanity in the day-to-day dealings with guards and other staff.  The are conflicting opin-
ions in the Australian community and a love story that is  raw (and hopeless).  (a) 

2.  Epstein, Sarah: Small Spaces.  
This narrative is a psychological thriller.  2 young girls go to a town carnival and the younger is 
abducted.  Eight years later she is mute and entirely withdrawn. The other girls sees the younger 
girl abducted but no one believes her and she is regarded as seriously disturbed. Unravelling the 
truth is quite unexpected. 

3.  Foxlee, Karen: Lenny’s Book of Everything.  
Astonishing descriptive language describing the life of a family through a 1st person protagonist 
(the daughter). She describes the minutae of growing up with a brother who has severe medical 
problems, with sharp perception. There are many threads in this story of family love, with a mil-
lion obstacles in their paths. 

4.  Gardner, Scot: Changing Gear.   
Very polished, mature, consistent writing style that details the coming of age of a Year 12 stu-
dent as he takes off on a motorbike with no destination in mind, when he is supposed to be 
studying through the Stu-Vac period. The bike breaks down and he walks with a ‘voluntary’ 
tramp and learns a great deal. This is a story about the essential elements in a satisfying life, 
that have nothing to do with money.  (b) 

5.  Herrick, Steven: The Bogan Mondrian.  
This is a prose novel – not verse. A fairly ordinary story about a boy trying to work out what’s 
right and what wrong when the edges are blurred and involve emotions. He is attracted to a 
wealthy girl whose family experiences domestic violence, which is hidden behind wealth and 
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privilege facades. Mondrian (the artist) is a favourite of the girl but the significance is not plain. 
The boy is the bogan who has a conscience. 

6.  Kernot, Sharon: The Art of Taxidermy.  
Free verse novel about a girl who recently lost a sister who drowned and a mother who had 
cancer.  She has a loving father and an overprotective, fairly severe but caring Aunt.  She has a 
deep affinity with dead animals and for a time collects them and keeps them in boxes. Then she 
gains an insight into taxidermy in a museum and practices these skills. Despite sever criticism 
from her Aunt through all this, she seems to have found her compass.  It is a gentle personal 
development progression, with skills in the art of taxidermy unfolding and giving her life meaning 
and direction. 

Book of the Year: Younger Readers 

1. Dubosarsky, Ursula.  Brindabella. 
Evocative context in the deep description (for younger readers) of the Australian bush. Discon-
certing conversation from the boy, his father and the animals. This involved thought and excla-
mations by the animals. One part is intensely contextual and the other is personified domestic 
and wild animals. 

2. Marwood, Lorraine: Leave Taking.   
Very emotional story of a family leaving their farm to move to another farm in another area, fol-
lowing the death of a younger sister. It is told in the 1st person – boy. Very introspective, very 
sad, very real. Beautifully crafted simple story written by someone who portrayed rural communi-
ties very well. 

3. Merrison, Carl & Hustler, Hakea: Black Cockatoo.   
Simple story of an Aboriginal family within the context of generational change which is quite 
painful to some members of the family who still hold traditional values but are dealing with young 
people in their family life. The use of Aboriginal words throughout added authenticity but made 
for slow reading. 

4. Moriaty, Jaclyn: The Slightly Alarming Tale of the Whispering Wars.   
Very long fantasy story – got tedious and confusing and not engaging for at least the first half of 
the book. Had themes of social disadvantage, the value of co-operation and friendship. 

5. Nugent, Carly: The Peacock Detectives.   
Very engaging 1st person narrative with themes of family interaction and fracture.  The latter is 
the result of the father’s descent into his world of depression resulting in complete structural 
change in the family. Friendships decline. Death of a much-loved Grandfather add to many side 
issues.  Perceptive , small side-narratives demonstrate reflection, changing views, relationships, 
adjustments, reassessments. (b) 

6. Rodda, Emily: His Name Was Walter.  
Outstanding younger reader’s title. Imaginative switches between 2 timeframes.  Well paced.  
Smoothly developed narrative with journeys over time and place but all believable and separate 
until the links between the 2 timeframes become obvious and believable. Very competent de-
scriptive contexts historically, physically, socially and imaginatively.  (a) 

Book of the Year: Early Childhood 

1. Canty, John: Heads and Tails: Insects.   
Beautifully illustrated and engaging book about everyday insects – wide appeal even though it is 
so simple.  Very clever approach to insects that will be familiar to every 3 -6 year old and inter-
esting for younger ages with minimal text. (b) 

2. Guest, Patrick, illus. by Eckstrom, Nathaniel: The Dress-Up Box.   
An interesting idea conveying that when you move house, many things that are familiar come 
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with you. However – mismatched text/illustration partnership: Choong family with a Chinese kite 
but not Chinese appearance. Would have been improved with more authentic characters. 

3. King, Stephen Michael: Rainbow Bear.   
Delightful family story exhibiting fun, love, simple games, laughter, etc.. Beautiful end papers 
(different front and back) illustrating the ‘before’ and ‘after’ in the narrative. 

4. Lester, Alison: Noni the Pony Rescues a Joey.  
Narrative in rhyme as per the previous Noni stories.  Usual structure and characters and typical 
illustrations as per the rest of the series. A series for the very young. 

5. Lester, Alison: Trickey’s Bad Day.   
A story about everything going wrong and how it can turn into a good day.  Usual illustrative style 
but with more emotion that usual.  Could be a good read-aloud for a 3 year old. 

6. Riddle, Tohby: Here Comes Stinkbug!   
5 or 6 year old boys will warm to this story as long as they know what a stinkbug is. An explana-
tion as a preface or glossary would be useful. Common theme about accepting who you are. 
Very original/distinctive illustrations.   (a) 

Picture Book of the Year 

1. Blackwood, Freya, Text Wild, Margaret: The Feather.   
Beautiful language and art work.  Strange story with a variety of interpretations – possibly an 
older readers’ picture book genre. 

2. Greder, Armin: The Mediterranean.   
Deep and dark textless book with 1 sentence at the start and an afterward with further notes at 
the end. This afterward outlines the foundational information which informs the book expressed 
in a deep, emotional language, setting out the cruelty, callous reality of the situation with 
refugees in the Mediterranean region. Explores something which only receives minimal publicity 
and no detail in the media.  (b) 

3. Hurst, Elise: Girl on Wire.   
Symbolically focusses on summoning up courage and determination.  Strange story. Artwork is 
at times realistic and at other times interpretive. 

4. Ord, Mandy, text Wild, Margaret: Chalk Boy.   
Strange story but very dark/weird illustrations. City scenes show indifference and anonymity 
while the chalk drawings show the impermanence/transient nature of life and the street artist the 
element of kindness.  

5. Speechley, Michael: The All New Must Have Orange 430.  
A book for endless dipping which is a humorous exploration of consumerism and marketing. 
Very engaging drawings and caricature images.  The humour seems intended to target the 10+ 
age group. 

6. Tan, Shaun: Cicada.   
One of the simplest books Shaun has written/illustrated with the plainest, direct theme, though 
there are, as usual, diverse interpretations about the detail. Many people faithfully serve others 
(both in employment and in a voluntary capacity) and are unappreciated, under-rewarded,  un-
recognised … sometimes invisible – sometimes criticised and  abused. However, for this cicada, 
there is another positive element which eventually emerges after 17 years – he emerges from 
his shell and finds a new ‘tribe’, with others, joining the flying community as they depart away to 
a different life.   (a) 
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Eve Pownall Award 

1. Cleave, Rohan illus. Tulloch, Coral:  Bouncing Back: An Eastern Barred Bandicoot Story.   
Beautifully told and beautifully illustrated though perhaps young children will not exactly know 
what a bandicoot is.  An opportunity to learn as well as enjoy? 

2.  Greenwood, Mark: The Happiness Box: a Wartime Book of Hope.   
This is a well told true story of WW11 Singapore and the Burma Railway and Australian prison-
ers of war generally.  It is an excellent book for the lead up to ANZAC Day ( and any other day 
really) for children 4-10 yrs.  Illustrations are aligned with sketches that could have been made in 
the POW camp. (c) 

3.  Rawlings, Donna, illus. Mark Jackson and Heather Potter: Waves.  
Another beautiful Rawlings mix of stories and history with very detailed, absorbing illustrations. 
Double page spread stories in chronological order involving migration to Australia 50,000BC – 
2000s AD.  Wonderful end papers for context.  (a) 

4.  Ryan, Kate, illus. Cally Bennett: Make Believe: M.C. Escher for Kids.   
A puzzle book with lots of variety for dipping into on a rainy day – it would suit children from 7 to 
adult with fascinating information in absorbing grabs and a variety of puzzle formations. 

5.  Stubbs, Siena: Our Birds: Dilimurrungu Wayin Malanynha:  
Interesting perspective on common birds with photographs and conversational text – both ele-
ments were composed by a 12 year old Aboriginal girl.  It is mostly factual with some Yolnu cul-
ture or experience woven through here and there. 

6.  Vass, Coral, illus. Dub Leffler: Sorry Day:  
Beautiful recounting which would help young Australians understand the trauma the stolen gen-
erations experienced, from a young child’s perspective. The pages alternately view a modern 
situation where a child momentarily loses their parent in a crowd contrasting with children 
snatched from their Aboriginal family forever. Needs to be read twice (at least) for impact and 
offers fertile ground for discussion with young readers (probably 5-10 years). The title has adult/
older children’s information at the end.  (b) 

CBCA Award for New Illustrator 

1. Chun, Matt: Australian Birds.    
Beautiful illustrations. Text was very simple, easy in vocabulary and interesting but the font size 
was disappointingly small and many children will not bother reading the carefully crafted detail.  
(a) 

2.  Gray-Barnett, Daniel: Grandma Z.   
Strange story and illustrations – an exploration of imagination.  Odd art work in blue/black/or-
ange. 

3.  Harricks, Tannya: Dingo.   
Lovely heavy stroke art work with accompanying informational text.  Worthy of artistic analysis 
as a separate interest and then examined for the relationship with to the factual material. (b) 

4.  Langton, Allison: The Singing Seal.   
Environmental message as well as an early childhood narrative.  Very positive message about 
trying.  Very appropriate, cheerful art work focussing on a recognisable Sydney context. 

5.  Metcalfe, Samantha: Carmichael’s Journey.  
(notes from web source)  Carmichael, a Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo, has made his first flight out 
of the nest and joined his parents on the long journey to their coastal feeding grounds.  But 
when they return, they find out their home has been destroyed.  What will they do? What can we 
do to help? 
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6.  Reiseger, Jane: Red House, Blue House, Green House, Tree House!    
Colourful illustrations, cheerful rhymes plus a little puzzle at the end, inviting a repeat read. 
Reminiscent of Mem Fox’s ‘Green Sheep’ but will be a good repetitive read for the very young.   
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