
Minutes CBCA NSW NENW Sub Branch meeting:   
 10.00 am, 1 June, 2019,  

Armidale Memorial Library Meeting Room 

Present:  Sophie Masson, Sylvia Ransom, Lyndal Knuckey, Miriam Newall, Heather Attrill 

Apologies:   Jo Sherrin, Vivienne Gregg, Ann Young, Heather Fisher 

Business arising: 
• Treasurer’s report:  

The Treasurer reported that our bank account stands at $2403.95.  One cheque from a school is 
yet to be banked, and we have not yet received the account for our share of the transportation 
and accommodation for the author visit relating to Booked In!. 
Sophie, representing the New England Writers’ Centre, indicated that we should receive the ac- 
count very soon, and that she was recommending because we did not receive a grant for 2019, 
that we only be billed for a third rather than a half share of these costs. 

Contact details at the Regional Australia Bank need to be updated to the current treasurer’s ad-
dress:  PO Box 1787, Armidale, NSW 2350.   
    
• Booked In! 2019: Sophie, who was unable to attend last month’s meeting where Booked In! was 

discussed, referred to the NEWC Newsletter which was circulated to our mailing list and which 
contained a report and an interview with Jacquie Harvey.  She indicated that the Glen Innes and 
Tamworth parts of the Festival were highly successful, and the local authors hope to be involved 
again next year.  Heather Fisher deserves special mention for the organisational work she did for 
the Festival. 

 It was decided that in 2020, the Sub Branch approach the Collins Bookshop owner, who has 
premises in both Tamworth and Armidale, for support and publicity. 
   
• Letter regarding procurement policy of ARC Libraries:  The secretary wrote a letter to the CEO of 

Armidale Regional Council, and received a reply dated 20 May 2019. 
 There was an animated discussion of the perceived problems relating to the current situation in 
the Library, and of the rumours floating around regarding same.  Those present were encouraged 
to sign the petition located in Readers’ Companion and Boobooks.   

• An email from CBCA NSW Office regarding the use of Twitter was discussed, and it was agreed 
that at present we do not have need of this. 

• Sophie brought two very new titles for us to look at: 
 



Join the Armidale Parade (2019) Sophie Masson, author and Kathy Creamer, illustrator.  Armidale: 
Little Pink Dog Books.   ISBN: 9780994626936 
- which will be available in bookshops and from the Visitor Information Centre from next week 

The Boy Who Could Fly and other magical plays for children (2019) Ursual Dubosarsky, author and 
Amy Golbach, illustrator.  Armidale:  Christmas Press.  ISBN: 9780994528094 
- which is a compilation of plays by Ursula that have appeared in the School Magazine and so new 

that it’s not yet listed on Ursula’s website! 

Meeting theme:  Stories Connect (Ezidi project - Sophie Masson)  

The New England Writers’ Centre has been recipient of a couple of grants (Country Arts Support, 
and Regional Arts NSW) to enable this project, which was launched only this past week.   
Among the planned activities are visits by David Allen and Fiona Mcdonald to Armidale City Public 
School, which has the largest intake of Ezidi children.  They are assisting the students to each cre-
ate an artist book.  The whole class is involved, not just the Ezidi children, and there will be three 
sessions. 
There will also be a series of workshops with Simon Mellor and Trish Donald. 
At Drummond Public school there will be a day long workshop towards the end of July involving 
Kathy Creamer and Sophie Masson, using Sophie’s Building Site Zoo book. 
Also planned are visits to Armidale Secondary College by John Charles Ryan and John Heffernan, 
and a visit to Armidale TAFE by Helena Pastor and a photographer on a narrative photography 
project involving the Armidale Folk Museum. Planned in 2020 is a visit by Ursula Dubosarsky and 
Margrete Lamond. 

The Armidale Ezidi community consists of about 325 people, of whom half are children.  A further 
150 are still to come.   

Sophie also mentioned regular Sunday conversation afternoons at the Patisserie in Rusden Street 
to encourage local involvement and English practice.   

Sophie says the project has started well, and we look forward to a progress report a bit later. 
  

• Dates and themes for 2019 activities:             
   July (no meeting)  
   August 3  - CBCA shortlist (Heather Fisher)  
   September 7 - Liz Hale and the International Youth Library in Munich 
   October - no meeting  
   November 2 - Graphic novels (Lyndal Knuckey) 
   December 7 - Lunch and collective noun books (Vivienne Gregg) 


