
Minutes CBCA NSW NENW Sub Branch meeting: 
10.00 am, 6 April, 2019 

Armidale Memorial Library Meeting Room 

Present:   Heather Fisher, Lyndal Knuckey (Chair), Vivienne  Gregg, Sophie Masson,  
  Miriam Newall (Minutes), Ann Young 
Apologies: Heather Attrill, Sylvia Ransom, Jo Sherrin, Anna Thomson 

Business arising:  

• Treasurer’s report (Lyndal Knuckey)  With payment of $110 from St Mary’s for Booked In! and $22 
from fees and from early children’s books being sold, the bank balance stands at $3,879.95 

• Booked In! 2019 - planning update (Heather Fisher) To be held May 1-3, 2019 (Wednesday-Friday) 
inclusive, with Jacqueline Harvey as presenter and visitor to schools in Armidale, Fiona McDonald in 
Tamworth and Trish Donald in Glen Innes, the latter two under the sponsorship of the NEWC. 

Heather Fisher advised that two of the time slots are not yet taken; Heather is trying to extract 
information from people regarding which grades are attending and how many students will be present. 

Transport:  Jacqueline Harvey will be arriving Tuesday April 30th at 3:55 pm, when Ann will drive her 
from the airport to accommodation at Lindsay House.   
Sylvia will drive Jacquie on the Wednesday,  
Vivienne on Thursday, and  
Heather Fisher on Friday.  Heather will also drive Jacquie to the airport on Saturday May 4th at 10am.   
Fiona and Trish, being local, will drive themselves. 

A potluck dinner was decided on for Friday evening May 3rd, to be held at Heather Fisher’s home at 
23 Burgess Street commencing with ‘drinks at 6’.  Lyndal will bring the main course, Heather is 
providing fried rice, Ann will bring dessert, Miriam will bring salad.  

• Grant Application update:  It was advised that Sylvia will try again; meanwhile we might be down a 
bit this year with Booked In!   

• Two matters for discussion and action:   
Lyndal tabled Sylvia’s email of 31/3/2019 informing of two matters brought to Sylvia’s attention by 
Michelle Wheatley of Reader’s Companion bookshop.   
Firstly, with regards to the Booktopia link which had appeared with the CBCA Notables 2019 list 
(previously the Short List), Sophie commented that as Sylvia’s email advised, many independent 
booksellers protested to the CBCA about this, noting they had long supported the CBCA.  The result 
was that the decision was reversed and the link removed, with the CBCA NSW posting a message of 
support for independent booksellers.  Sylvia’s offer to send a letter from Michelle to CBCA NSW, with 
an accompanying endorsement from the NENW Sub Branch, was entirely approved.   

Secondly, discussion took place regarding the threat to Armidale Memorial Library’s purchasing 
powers by a policy to be introduced by Armidale Regional Council’s CEO,  
Ms Susan Law.  The policy proposes the purchase of library materials be restricted to suppliers 
approved by tender – ‘in other words the big distributors, who won’t represent the small publishing 
houses’, as was commented at the meeting.  In her email Sylvia suggested a personal letter be sent 
to Ms Law – one Sylvia had said she is happy to write, which the meeting thought ideal - expressing 
concern before Council goes ahead in implementing this policy decision.  The idea was then raised 
that we each individually write a general letter for sending to the CEO and to Council members, by 
email or paper; imaginably we can believe that Councillors ‘want our town to thrive and will not send 
revenue out of the town, to large consortiums’ as was noted. 
Heather Fisher had brought to the meeting an email in which Michelle suggested Councillors for 
writing to, concerning the mooted change to the town library’s purchasing practice.  
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They are  

Diane Gray  dgray@armidale.nsw.gov.au 

Libby Martin  lmartin@armidale.nsw.gov.au 

Debra O’Brien  dobrien@armidale.nsw.gov.au 

Margaret O’Connor  moconnor@armidale.nsw.gov.au 

Dorothy Robinson  drobinson@armidale.nsw.gov.au 

Dr Ian Tiley  itiley@armidale.nsw.gov.au   

Brad Widders  bwidders@armidale.nsw.gov.au 

as well as CEO, Susan Law 

• Dates and themes for 2019 activities:     

        May 1-3 Booked In!  with Jacqueline Harvey, Fiona McDonald and Trish Donald      
        May 4  YA crime and spy fiction – Heather Attrill     
       June 1  Stories Connect (NEWC Ezidi project) – Sophie Masson         
       July – no meeting          
       August 3  CBCA shortlist – Heather Fisher   
       September 7  Liz Hale on the International Youth Library (IJB) in Munich.   
       October – no meeting   
       November 2  Graphic novels – Lyndal Knuckey   
       December 7 – Lunch and Collective noun picture books - Vivienne Gregg 

Meeting theme: Turkish children’s books (Ann Young) 

Ann introduced the topic by reading from an article by leading Turkish children’s publisher, Zeynep 
Sevde Paksu, editorial director of Taze Kitap Publishing, 
 ‘which publishes various books on children's literature…  [Zeynep] said children's literature in Turkey 
can only flourish by content production and investing in the education of qualified people. 
 
Paksu… began children's literature publishing professionally in 2007 with a children's magazine… 
[and] makes observations at international book fairs, noticing that unfortunately Turkey does not show 
an adequate amount of content production in children's literature. 

She said they are publishing too many translated books….  but noted that this is changing, saying 
‘there are now children's books written in Turkey that have been translated into other languages…’  
and adding that her publishing house aims to ‘create a Turkish children's literature that does not copy 
the West, but feeds from the East, attracting international readers… [We] are building the grounds for 
young writers and illustrators to create original content.’  Paksu said their priority is to create 
entertaining characters, design and style. “We avoid giving an instructive message and try to offer a 
literary taste to children”. 

(full text of article may be found at  https://www.dailysabah.com/books/2016/01/04/turkish-childrens-
literature-takes-off-travels-east-with-turtle-battuta) 

 Ann then circulated to the meeting a variety of children’s books published in Turkey and which, on her 
recent visit, she had borrowed from her grandsons, especially for us to see.   
These include some of the twins’ particular favourites, which no doubt Jasper and Lucas – and their 
mum – will be delighted to see again when Ann returns to Istanbul in July. 

Meeting closed 11.30 am 

The books: 
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Emily Gravett  Monkey and Me                                                      and its CIP page 

!    Pinny Grylls  The Very Best Sheepdog 
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  Ronda and David Armitage  The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch 

!  - with text in cursive 

!  

Hulya Duzgun  The Stubborn Frog 
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https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Hulya+Duzgun&search-alias=books&field-author=Hulya+Duzgun&sort=relevancerank


!  

Ülkü Ovat  What Happened When the Elephant Sneezed? 

  

!  

Gilbert Delahaye  School Trip 

!  

David Bedford  Max and Sadie.                                                                                          5 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=cm_cr_arp_d_pdt_bl_sr?ie=UTF8&field-keywords=Gilbert+Delahaye



