
Minutes CBCA NSW NENW Sub Branch meeting:  
 10.30 am, 2 February, 2019, 

Armidale Memorial Library Meeting Room

Present: Sylvia Ransom, Ann Young, Heather Attrill, Miriam Newall, Lyndal Knucky, Vivienne 
  Gregg

Apologies:   Sophie Masson, Jo Sherrin. Anna Thomson, Heather Fisher
    
Meeting theme: AGM plus programming for 2019.

Business arising (General meeting):

Vivienne Gregg was welcomed to the meeting, as this was her first attendance.

• Treasurer’s report (Lyndal Knuckey)  As for the AGM, our bank balance stands at $3773.95

 To date our applications for grant money have been unsuccessful (Arts North West CASP Grant, 
Copyright Agency Limited Triennial Grant, and FRRR Regional Grant).  We will apply for an 
Armidale Regional Council grant when applications open.
   
• Booked In! 2019 - planning update (Heather Fisher)
 To be held May 1-3, 2019 (Wednesday-Friday) inclusive with Jacqueline Harvey as presenter 
and visitor to schools.

• Those present agreed that the AirBnB premises that Sylvia inspected will be our accommodation 
choice for the 2019 Booked In!.  She will confirm booking with owner and inform her of actual 
times once the NEWC make the flight bookings.  

• Dates and themes for 2019 activities: 
Given the absence of a number of usual attendees, only tentative a programme has been 
produced as follows.  Subject to contacting several possible presenters, a final programme will be 
produced at the March meeting.

• Dates for 2019 meetings:  
   March 2 -     
   April 6 - Graphic novels, comics and similar - Lyndal Knuckey
   May 1-3 Booked In! 2019 with Jacqueline Harvey, Fiona McDonald and Trish 
     Donald.  
   May 4 - YA crime and spy fiction - Heather Attrill (tbc)     
   June 1 - Stories Connect (NEWC Yazidi project) - Sophie Masson     
   July (no meeting)    
     August 3  (CBCA shortlist) - Heather Fisher (tbc)
   September 7 - Liz Hale on the International Youth Library (IJB) in Munich.
   October - no meeting
   November 2 - Turkish children’s book - Ann Young (tbc)
   December 7 - Collective noun picture books - Vivienne Gregg (tbc)

Other ideas to be added to the programme:
1) Sylvia to contact Liz Hale about presenting to a meeting in 2019, either about her six volume 
series on children’s literature to be published by Routledge, or her visit to the International Youth 
Library in Munich, both mentioned by Liz at a catch up in March 2018.  She will be offered a choice 
of dates and other programming will fit around this.  Response is that she would be happy to talk in 
September, and is likely to be away May & June about the IJB (International Youth Library).  So 
some shuffling required....

2) Sylvia also to contact Sophie to see if she has any suggestions for meeting themes in 2019.  
Possibly talking about the impact of her award to date at the March meeting.    Also possible might 
be the NEWC writing project with Yazidi kids.



Sylvia also mentioned that Armidale Sanctuary welcomes donations of quality children’s books to 
assist with literacy, and volunteers to become readers for the refugee children.  An induction and a 
working with children check is needed for this activity.  

3) When we have firmed our programme further, Sylvia to contact Michelle at Readers’ Companion 
to do a return presentation at a meeting.  It has been more than a year since she spoke to our Sub 
Branch.  

4) Heather Attrill offered to talk about YA crime and spy series after encountering Anthony 
Horowitz’s Alex Rider series.  To be slotted into either June or December.  

5) Heather Fisher suggested a topic which involved a verbal review of a book specifically with an 
ethnic or indigenous theme or for ages 7-10.  Followed by discussion.  More details sought on 
this topic for programming.  

6) Vivienne Gregg books for children using collective nouns as a theme  - possible dates May, 
June, December.....
     Sylvia to email Vivienne the books she has on this topic (done) 

• Jo’s whereabouts in 2019:   Jo has accepted a teaching position for a year at Lightning Ridge.  
Her presence and enthusiasm at our meetings will be missed.

• Sophie’s Award: Sophie was awarded an AM (Member of the Order of Australia) at the 2019 
Australia Day Awards.  All agreed this was justly deserved we congratulate her on this honour.

• Sylvia has been given a bag of classic children’s fiction, mostly old and will include an email 
attachment of its contents.  Anyone wanting one of these titles, please email her at:  
sylvia.ransom@gmail.com.  A separate attachment to be sent out with the minutes.  

• It was noted that the CBCA NSW AGM is scheduled in April 2019.  In previous years either 
Sophie Masson or Sylvia Ransom have attended this meeting, as well as the Sub Branch Liaison 
meeting which will not take place in 2019.  Neither Sophie nor Sylvia are available in April 2019, 
and none of those present were available to attend the meeting either.  

 Sylvia also noted that she needs those people on the mailing list who are members of the CBCA 
 NSW to provide her with their membership numbers, and she encouraged everyone who attends 
 our meetings to join the state branch.

Meeting closed 11.30 am.  
Next meeting 2 March.  All to bring something read or discovered recently.
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