
2018….On reading the shortlist
Book of the Year: Older Readers

Archbold, Charlie – Mallee Boys

This is very plain-speaking fiction with straightforward, clear, descriptive writing. It portrays 2 
boys and their father dealing with the death of their mother/wife, two years after the event 
that killed her.  The context is a small community in the mallee country in western Victoria. 
The 2 boys have entirely different personalities and now at 18 and 15 they deal (or not deal) 
with their lives in totally different ways. Throughout the story, there is a thread of a 3 person 
family hanging together in a sometimes unpredictable way, with various versions of love and 
anger as the constant backdrop.   The social community scene, the family context , the 
natural environment, the tentative romances, the repetitive work on the farm and some 
dissatisfaction with the work involved, the limited opportunities in social life and education in 
this rural area, the conflicts and their different resolutions, etc… are all vividly and genuinely 
realistic depictions.
 

Black, Cally – In the Dark Spaces

This novel defies exact classification – science fiction, thriller, human survival saga, hostage 
drama, emotional and loyalty exploration, conflicts of political and commercial interests, 
various social environments.  All of these elements are in this novel. It is not a novel that I 
expected to like and so I read it first to get it done and out of the way but it was so tense, 
gripping, emotional and fast paced that I was soon hooked.  There was an admirable 
consistency in the language level of an under-educated English speaker who was quite 
intelligent and resourceful but still had the whole range of emotions, and aliens who spoke 
with whistle intonations and body language and had quite different motives and beliefs.  It is 
a fast paced piece of writing which was consistently hammering the plot with new dire 
situations and dramatic invented contexts.  There is a faint similarity with modern day trade/
territory conflicts but the novel’s context was so absorbing that this wasn’t an obvious 
observation on reading.  It was so original and tailored to two different cultures that the 
reader stayed glued to the text. Its space context without touchstone descriptors of place or 
environment made it extraordinarily original.  Throughout there is an overpowering 
continuous theme of the potential strength, anxiety and anguish of love for a helpless small 
child which drives much of the action.  Overall there is sustained emotional tension travelling 
through very short chapters.

Crowley, Cath & Howell, Simmone & Wood, Fiona – Take Three Girls

This novel had a very interesting narrative structure. It involved lesson outlines from the 
Wellness Teacher, streams of consciousness, diary entries and narrative. The central 
characters are three girls in Year 10.  The structure may sound like this would make a very 
disjointed novel, but in fact it is skilfully woven together for experienced readers and for the 
less sophisticated reader it may offer relief from plain text. It offers confronting issues within 
a Year 10 cohort which involve sexual fantasies, sexual experiences, attachments and 
breakups with boys and other girls, stresses and drama as well as relief and comfort for the 
ups and downs of friendships and perceived loyalty, family relationships, aspirations or lack 
of, expectations from the Wellness Teacher and family, etc.  In some ways the writing is 
overstuffed with teenage issues and angst but there is such a level of authenticity in the 
context of school/family/friends/teenage mood swings and uncertainties/romances/sexual 
exploration for girls of this age and stage, that it offers an accurate and believable picture. 
Conflicts in all these contexts are devastating to the fictional characters. There is no 
judgment in the text. This is entirely about the girls’ perceptions and the boys are 



background contexts without any real exploration or depth, except as it relates to the 
feelings of the girls. 

Harry, Pip – Because of You

This narrative is very simply and plainly written with clear direction regarding the inner 
perspectives of the main character.  It focusses on a very complex issue – homelessness – 
especially homelessness in the age range of 17 years to 47 years.  The central character 
has a few issues of her own (which are not related to homelessness) with homosexual 
parents who both love her but live in separate homes. These adult characters are depicted 
clearly but not very convincingly but this is merely a side issue alongside the fallout from 
friends when the conventional family which has depicted to friends is discovered to be a 
fabrication and becomes unstuck.  This girl is facing the HSC and has other issues as well 
and the main theme of the plot, is the school requirement in Year 12 that she participate in a 
community service project.  Through no other placement option she finds herself allocated to 
a short-term homeless shelter in the city centre.  It is a rocky start but she ends up 
committed to it and the outcomes are far-reaching.  In the context of the shelter there are 
some remarkable and dedicated, eccentric and sad characters, some of whom repel the 
Year 12 student and the reader while others offer great role models (the workers and 
volunteers) and friendship in a most unlikely context.   This novel is absorbing and 
sometimes hopeful and the cultural situation is something most teenagers should be made 
aware of. 

Keil, Melissa – The Secret Science of Magic

This book was a pleasure to read with two very intelligent characters who probably have 
Aspberger’s Syndrome.  They are very perceptive about social situations and they know 
they have shortcomings so generally they do not attempt to interact socially though we get a 
glimpse of their inner analytical perception of social situations.  Personal developing 
narratives are not openly shared by them to other socially adequate teenagers but the 
narrative offers their own personalised, internalised streams of consciousness – the reader 
is privileged to be able read their view of life, so clearly explained.  Often the lens through 
which they view the world is slightly skewed but it is their perception and reads with 
authenticity.  The writing is witty and engaging and often offers biting analysis of a situation, 
as perceived by the two main characters.  The social context of the Year 12 cohort with all its 
messiness involving teenage friendships, romance, social life and shared experiences are 
clearly depicted and within this daily context, the two main characters have to operate.  The 
two protagonists are extraordinary characters and gradually they interact about the problems 
of subjects they are not good at and subjects they excel in and the uncertainties of future 
choices.  They are geeky but quite believable, lovable and funny and you will long to help 
them to an easier life. The narrative is engaging, offering insights into the challenges for 
someone with asocial skills.  There is no unrealistic resolution but a hopeful acceptance of 
the future and the possibility that the friendship of the two main characters will be sustained.  
It was slightly unlikely that one of the main characters would have a part-time job assisting at 
a magic stall but it didn’t detract from the main narrative.

Wakefield, Vikki – Ballad for a Mad Girl

The central character, Grace, is nearly 18 years old and her mother was killed in an accident 
when she was a baby. The context is a small rural community. Following the accident  
catastrophe, her father had trouble managing their farm and had had to lease it out to 
others.  Together with an older boy, the family of 3 moved into town and the father earned a 
living doing contract work (fencing, sowing, harvesting…). At the time of this narrative, Grace 



is spiralling into bizarre behaviour as she seems possessed  by people unknown to her, but 
involved in the disappearance of a girl and the death of a boy over 20 years ago.  These 
teenagers were in the same class as her mother. Grace tries to unravel the truth about the 
strange events that occurred at that time but to her friends and family her behaviour in this 
process is bizarre and abnormal.   The characterisation and thought processes of someone 
who may be delusional is well done, but the story requires a suspension of belief. 

Book of the year: Younger Readers       

Carnavas, Peter - The Elephant

The elephant is derived from the “elephant in the room” but this will possibly be missed by 
younger readers.  It doesn’t matter too much if they do miss it. This is another book with a 
mother who has died (a well used theme this year!).  The narrative is a flow-on from that loss 
highlighting severe depression. Olive seems like she’s coping quite well with a cheerful 
Grandad to look after her.  Dad has to work and is too depressed when he is at home to 
function as a parent so lovely Grandad has come to live with them.  However, at the end of 
the story we find that Olive too has been suffering at a deeper level than we realised.  Olive 
seems to be 6 or 7 years old.  When Olive suffers concussion from a fall, even Grandad has 
a bout of depression and Olive is instrumental in chasing this away. Olive is, on the whole, 
an optimist, and Grandad is a cheerful, imaginative frame for her life, helping her with simple 
activities and outings and attending school functions. Olive has her own way of dealing with 
depression and even Dad has recovered at the end of the story. In some ways this is an 
over-simplification of depression but it would be a good story for discussion with the right 
age group (which would probably need to be older than 6 or 7 years). 

MacDibble, Bren – How to Bee

For the first part of this narrative, there was contextual confusion: there seemed to be a sub-
culture aim of being a ‘head bee’. This would have been quite clear if the back cover ‘blurb’ 
had been read first because it explained why children were hand pollinating apple trees. In 
one sense this is a shortcoming of the book – perhaps the context should be more clearly 
spelled out right from the beginning? However, once understanding was suspended for a 
while and the narrative flowed on, it revealed itself as a heartwarming story with good 
characterisation.  The chief character is 10 years old but not in school, the reason for which 
is not explained except for the fact she works up in apple trees.  Thus the lack of context and 
a  formal educational framework to some extent hinders identification with the characters. 
However, family values are not confusing and the concentrated efforts to construct a family 
are beautifully presented.  Aside from the shaky start it is a well written narrative and 
develops in engagement and identification with the admirable characters and the core 
values.

Murray, Martine – Marsh and Me

This is a narrative with another mother who has died. Joey doesn’t seem to have any talents 
but he dreams of becoming a performing guitarist.  The narrative progression focusses on  
Joey’s challenges and adjustments through meeting someone who is quite a challenge.  His 
life is turned upside-down when he meets a strange Serbian girl on a hill which he regards 
as his own special secret zone to dream and imagine as much as he likes. He is horrified to 
find that the girl has built a treehouse in a tree on the top of ‘his’ hill and he feels that his life 
can never be the same again. Conversations with this girl are combative and leave him 
feeling conflicted, confused and powerless. Both are misfits and at first neither wants to 
acknowledge the other but Joey makes the first conciliatory move and over a confusing time 



the two misfits find time to stop annoying each other to find a common interest in music.  
The story is touching, offering an engaging development of the relationship between the girl 
and Joey and the gradual development of Joey’s confidence but leaves something 
unresolved at the end. 

Rodda, Emily – The Shop at Hooper’s Bend

This author is a wonder at narrative and this book is a typical Rodda structure and a good 
read for a younger reader. It offers a clear narrative, a well paced structure, good character 
development and a satisfying resolution. The locational context is a bend in the main road 
on the Blue Mountains: this is well established by a high standard of description and even if 
the reader knew this area well, it would still ring true. This value is a very important part of 
the success of this novel for much of the narrative depends on the shop’s location at the 
bend and the other buildings adjacent or nearby in the community.  The development of the 
narrative is very engaging with a mixture of homely details and intermittant suspense, 
mystery or anxiety. The pace is excellent and the story develops with a great deal of variety 
in the situations encountered. The characterisation is very professional and the reader 
warms towards the resolute, imaginative, independent main character. The characters are 
well developed in the narrative but the situation where the main character was able to be at 
the house at Hooper’s Blend, without anyone following up with enquiries either by relatives, 
the camp she was supposed to be attending or the older character in the house, requires 
some suspension of belief. The links between relatives and other characters which are 
revealed in the resolution at the end of the novel, stretched beyond coincidence, but it was a 
satisfying end to the narrative all the same. 

Shanahan, Lisa – The Grand, Genius Summer of Henry Hoobler

This is a sensitive novel about the coming of age of a young boy.  However right from the 
start there seemed to be a misalliance between his consciousness, maturity and self 
analysis of his actions with the context of age and stage.  The boy is going into Year 3 and 
so is about 8 but the analysis of each situation seems several years beyond that level.  The 
chief character is totally lacking in confidence and is afraid to learn to ride a bike. His family 
and other friends are having a week’s holiday with caravans and tents at the beach and they 
have brought Henry’s new bike. This is just the perfect time to learn and family and friends 
can watch the progress.  Henry invents all kinds of excuses to delay the action and is 
running out of excuses. His parents are supportive but do not see what the problem is about. 
Then Henry meets a girl who lives in the caravan park and a friendship is struck. She is not 
afraid of anything though she has problems of her own to worry about and she is 
instrumental in Henry going from a wimp in everyone’s eyes to a champion. This is not an 
absorbing novel in terms of events, action, narrative, sequencing or suspense.  It is about an 
8 year old overcoming a huge lack of confidence to succeed and will possibly not engage 
the age group of younger readers.

Book of the year: Early Childhood

Bauer, Michael Gerard, illus. by Chrissie Krebs – Rodney Loses It!

This is a whimsical story in rhyme with whimsical illustrations.    It will be easy for young 
children to identify with losing a favourite thing and in turn remember the joyful feeling when 
the thing is found again… this could be a cuddly toy, a blankie, anything.  This will easily 
elicit discussion about children’s own favourite things that get lost, the feelings they had 
before and after, where they found the item again, etc. This book will need to be read slowly 



to young children and some of the detail in the illustrations pointed out.  Some pages are 
very full and without pausing to examine the detail, much of the humour and relevance to 
everyday life will be lost. Adults will identify with the issue of losing things and the dilemma 
on the last page.  It is a ‘busy’ picture book but there will be searching fun for 4-6 year olds, 
identifying with the search and the pun contained in the title.

Cummins, Phil,  illus by Shane Devries – Boy

This is a beautiful poignant fairy tale showing how a boy with a disability could make a 
difference for his community.  It is written in very simple language, with accompanying 
simple illustrations. The illustrations mostly use pastel warm colours though the abundance 
of pink is strange and excessive and somehow seems the wrong choice for such a story.  
The story offers messages of achievement despite a disability, perceptions of dangerous 
situations and a range of possible outcomes which happily include  gratitude and 
acceptance, etc…  It could also be a discussion starter about hidden disabilities in our 
community and the possibility of worthwhile achievements by people involved.

Fox, Mem illus. by Ronojoy Ghosh – I’m Australian Too

This is a cheerful book in rhyme about the diversity of background in the Australian 
population. The theme is one of common unity, with a double spread page devoted to each 
ethnic group illustrating the theme that Australia is ‘home’ whether they were born in Sydney 
or Darwin or another part of the globe. Of course, the group may be dispersed and located 
all over Australia, simply linked by their ethnic background. This is the tapestry of Australia 
now.  In fact we are all migrants from one time or another.  The illustrations are lovely and 
simple and often the lifestyle pictures could be read quite separately from the text and still 
present a coherent story of the diversity in our national community.  Like most of Mem Fox’s 
titles, the text is much more enjoyable and sparkling when read out aloud.  The book is 
beautifully produced with interesting end papers. One structural comment might be that the 
white and aboriginal sections could be better placed at the end of the book though of course 
chronologically they belong at the front. If the message is inclusiveness then perhaps the 
other ethnic groups could gradually be gathered into the Australian population mix of today.
 

Guest, Patrick, illus. by Jonathan Bentley – The Second Sky

This a book about a penguin hero but like all anthropomorphic tales, it is a substitute for the 
human condition. The illustrations are beautiful. The young hero-penguin, Gilbert, has 
ambitions but fails at every challenge. He really felt that he needed to fly, having seen 
petrels, shearwaters and albatrosses and believing that flying was the greatest goal. He tried 
everything – even leaping off a cliff, which of course was a disaster.  However, he 
accidentally discovered a whole landscape and environment that fitted his capabilities and 
the conclusion to the story is left open to all the possibilities that are open in his new place. 
This is a simple, beautifully illustrated story about acceptance and appreciation of your own 
strengths and talents, even if you hadn’t previously been aware of them. There is a whole 
life ahead for developing these strengths that opens an exciting door. The background 
natural environment is a subtle part of the story but it is also informative about Antarctica.
 

Lester, Alison – The Very Noisy Baby

This book is a typical Alison Lester book – simple outlined illustrations, primary colours, 
repetitive text in a cumulative progression, happy resolution and harmonious conclusion.  
Every small child knows that babies can make a lot of noise and they will easily identify with 
this subject. It was an older sister who knew how to solve the dilemma at the height of the 



momentum. Each step that was a problem in the first half of the story, and was faced, to 
gradually unravel the mystery which was built up in the first half of the story.  This is a very 
secure early childhood approach  for a “happily ever after” finale. This is not an original 
structure – many of Alison Lester’s publication have the same structure but it is a secure one 
for very small children and will read aloud well for this audience.

Shanahan, Lisa illus. by Binny – Hark, It’s Me, Ruby Lee!

Binny, the illustrator has an illustrative style that closely resembles Lauren Child’s. This is 
quirky and invites detailed examination by a young reader.  The heroine, Ruby Lee is an 
over-enthusiastic over-achiever who, despite her conviction that she could do all the 
classroom tasks better than anyone else, still never gets the roles in her classroom that she 
really wants.  However, at last she gets the chance to handle the classroom task she really 
values.  However, Ruby Lee messes up the job three times and loses the privilege she had 
so wanted and it is given to another small, compliant student.  Sometime later, a situation 
occurs that freaks out the whole class but Ruby Lee is quiet and still and entirely capable as 
she fixes the problem and her talents are at last recognised (to some degree!).  It is easy to 
identify the kind of young student Ruby Lee would be and some children will see that. 
Certainly adults will know children like Ruby Lee and will enjoy this story. Quieter children 
will know exuberant children like Ruby Lee but may not recognise the inner ambitions of 
such children. 

Picture Book of the Year

Anelli, Liz with text by Carole Wilkinson – Ten Pound Pom

This is a fascinating book which is a blend of story telling and fact.  The fiction, the 
illustrations and the facts blend seamlessly. The “Ten Pound Pom” would be an unknown 
term for almost all children in terms of meaning and terminology (a pound? A Pom?) but it 
was an important stage in Australia’s growth, population composition and economic 
development. The whole story is a pleasantly balanced narrative revealing what could 
otherwise just be a bundle of facts in a few short sentences that still would not mean much 
to youth today. This book will mean a great deal to all the migrants to Australia simply 
because it is a chapter in their shared migration history but it will also make sense to 
children who don’t see themselves as having a migrant background because it is simply a 
story of a family like their own with a different history. It is a part of Australian history that will 
not be known by many adults as well. It is a sympathetically illustrated book in 60s-70s style 
with appropriate colours and interesting and time-appropriate end papers. The 60s-70s 
detail in the illustrations is worth close examination.  The appeal age group is hard to 
determine – it could be read by 9 year olds and stimulate some discussion about Ten Pound 
Poms in general but might not be fully appreciated until readers are a little older.  This book 
is a worthwhile contribution to twentieth century Australian history and is presented in a 
quality package.

Blackwood, Freya – The Great Rabbit Chase

The first impression of this book (after the cover) is of wonderful end papers – here is a 
simple dice game to add to the fun of the book.  What a great idea!  The structure of this 
story involves a tried and true formula of a cumulative chase after a rabbit (in this case) who 
has escaped his hutch and a slower successful return home.  The tone is humorous, gentle 
and caring.  Adults will find little quirky details here and there such as Mom being wrapped in 
her bath towel for the entire story even when the accumulated crowd is having a sleep in the 
park. The story is a simple cumulative one but this enhanced by the illustrations which are 



beautiful Freya Blackwood compositions – the body language, neighbourhood scenery, little 
incidental details of the chase, gentle colours and the spread designs of each page. 

Bunting, Philip – Mopoke

This quirky, original, humorous publication is not a story but an exploration of word meanings 
and the expression of them. It is based on the word ‘mopoke’ and basic bird illustrations, 
simply having fun with language and imagining the quirky constructed words. It is vaguely 
reminiscent of the nonsense fun of Mem Fox’s green sheep and it could lead to discussion 
and expression using other birds/animals. This is an entertaining book with high value in 
reading aloud and will lead to children’s comments when they understand the nature and the 
possibilities of the book. This is a wonderful example of a very simple series of words/
illustrations with sub-texts lurking in the background. 

Perkins, Gwyn – A Walk in the Bush

This simple, ordinary title for a simple ordinary story involving Grandad and Grandson going 
for a walk in the bush belies the subtleties of the sub-text. The structure is simple but the 
sub-text is very relevant to some children when this is recognised. Most of the illustrations 
show Iggy exhibiting a certain level of anxiety on this walk as he notices things while 
Grandad remains oblivious.  Apart from seeing hidden scary animals (goannas, wallabies) 
which Grandad doesn’t seem to notice, Iggy hears a range of very strange noises 
(cockatoos, magpies, kookaburras, noisy miners, etc…) and he is feeling anxious as he 
walks with Grandad.  Grandad, however is totally at ease in this environment and cheerfully 
carries on, chatting about the smells and the idiosyncrasies like the Scribbly Gum markings. 
Other elements on the walk aren’t so scary with closer experience and together they explore 
the lookout, the babbling brook and the general natural environment. The setting is the Blue 
Mountains but that is unimportant.  The feeling by the end of the book is that Grandad and 
Iggy will be doing this together, again, several times over, and Iggy will find more confidence 
and enjoyment each time.

Spudvilas, Anne – Swan Lake

What an amazing creation!  Most tellings of the ballet are very pretty and dream-like but this 
one is like no other. The text is a short retelling of the story with each of the three acts 
relayed in three or four short paragraphs followed by artwork.  The text plainly and sparsely 
describes the story for each act but then, for each act, follows six or seven double page 
spreads of artwork.  These illustration pages add to the drama, action, emotion, pathos, 
beauty and ugliness in mostly black, brown and white dramatic sweeps of brush and pen to 
reveal heavily emotional or violent artwork, except for touches of colour here and there to 
strike moods of beauty or danger. This is truly a remarkable book. It plainly demonstrates 
two planes of reading interpretation – the written words and the depth of the story with all the 
subtleties of the artwork. It probably is suited to 9-10 year old readers and beyond. 

Walker, Anna – Florette

This is a story that is a study in contrasts. A family is moving from a very green environment 
to a heavily built environment in the city with no space for apple trees and daffodils. Statues 
replace wildlife outside and everything inside the apartment is still in boxes. Where 
butterflies and grass used to be available there is now only a pavement. Gradually the boxes 
were being unpacked and dispersed and it seemed to Mae that everything she loved was 
breaking up and being dispersed.  One day, Mae saw an open space from her window and 
leading her mother and little sister in her stroller, they found a city park – this seemed barren 



at first but a path led to a shop called “Florette”.  The illustration of this shop in the book is 
probably not realistic like the rest of the book, but instead is an imaginative creation by Mae, 
focussed on a city florist shop, but it is an exciting discovery in this cityscape.  It represents a 
green landscape and gradually, from this touchstone, there is the finding of friends and a 
shared interest in growing plants in pots and bottles, opening up possibilities for friendships 
and shared activities through growing things.

Eve Pownall Award

Ben-Barak, Idan, illus. by Julian Frost – Do Not Lick This Book

This is a book with amazing biological science information and photographs. It will engage 
boys in particular but also girls, especially if they think reading books is boring. Many 
children (and especially boys) are engaged in reading when it is about ‘real’ things. This 
book is about a microbe and it invites the reader along for a journey, gathering other 
microbes on the way.  There are three stops on this journey – the teeth, a shirt and a navel.  
At each stop there are incredible microscope images of the ‘scenery’ on the surface of tooth 
enamel, the fibre of a shirt and the skin of the belly-button.  The ultimate message is that 
cleanliness is a very necessary thing!  The presentation, aside from the amazing microscope 
pictures, is full of cartoon characters who are the microbes, having conversations between 
themselves and with the reader and this allows some crazy comments as well as little 
snippets of information for readers to find.  However, the conversations are in quite small 
font size and it may be difficult for independent readers to handle. 

Dickson, John illus. by Bern Emmerichs – M is for Mutiny! History by Alphabet

This book offers a wonderful way to simply present a miscellaneous collection of Australian 
history without any overtones of a history lesson. It is simply 26 bite-sized, interesting pieces 
of information, attached to a letter of the alphabet. The information is fairly informally 
presented in a chatty kind of context and short in length, though long enough to contain 
some interesting detail. Though a young reader may not be attracted to a history book of the 
traditional kind, this is a history book to be read for pleasure.  Some of the information 
readers may already know while other information will be new and quirky. The illustrations 
cover the whole range: some are interesting, detailed, whimsical and trivial while others are 
bizarre and serious. Some are puzzling and eccentric while others are detailed or simplistic. 
There are peculiar words and numbered people and objects which present a puzzle on 
nearly every 2-page spread. What do they represent? There is the ultimate in illustrative 
variety in this book and the approach to history as something to be enjoyed in an 
entertaining, randomly assorted package, and it is certainly applauded. 

Hendry, Lorna – Left & Right

This book explains a lot of terms that go way beyond ‘left & right’ – e.g., left handedness and 
right handedness, beliefs attached to these, opposites, symmetry, brain division for left and 
right, hearing, muscle and organ operation, left paws/flippers/bird’s feet and right paws etc in 
the animal world, dog training, driving on the left side in some countries and the right side in 
others, navigation with ‘Port’ and ‘Starboard’, clockwise and anti-clockwise, compass 
needles and north, etc.  The book is essentially a miscellany of terms and concepts which 
are paired but are much broader than left and right. The book seems intended for about a 
6-7 year old but many of the examples and vocabulary would not be understood by this 
cohort.  It is not a book to read from start to finish but something to dip into from time to time.



Hope, Charles – The Big Book of Antarctica

This is a fantastic child-focussed book on Antarctica. It is wide ranging but not exhausting or 
exhaustive. The sections are short and the variety of factual topics very comprehensive. The 
information and photos/pictures are presented with an infinite variety of layouts and the 
photography is excellent. This is an excellent, readable, fact filled miscellanea of Antarctic 
knowledge which will interest even the most reluctant reader. There were 2 editorial 
oversights – the text mentions Grytviken, a famous whaling station and the place where 
Ernest Shackleton is buried but it is not on the printed map – and secondly, the page of 
famous explorers does not seem to have any chronological order and dates are only given 
for one of the photographs. Probably young readers aren’t too bothered by these oversights 
but I thought the editors should have been more rigorous. Other than these small criticisms, 
this was a wonderful read, full of variety about an important part of the globe.

Mason, Prue & Kerr, illus. by Tom Jellet – Amazing Australians in Their Flying 
Machines

This book represented information about Australia’s place in aviation history but it is not an  
interesting book about Australia’s aviation history for children.  The illustrations and colour 
tones of the book are somewhat appropriate for Australia’s 40 years of Australian aviation 
but it is possible that only the keenest of young readers will explore this book.   It is an 
important history to be recorded though paltry reference is made to women aviators (page 
22, 1934 onwards).   The authors bought a plane that had been flown by women aviators in 
World War 11 but there is no detail on this. Though history in WW1 showed aviation had a 
future in Australia it was slow to take off  and women weren’t even allowed to fly until 1927 
… but the first women pilots weren’t mentioned until 1979.  This book has severe limitations 
in terms of a coverage of Australia’s aviation history.

Saxby, Claire, illus. by Julie Vivas - Koala

This book has 2 luminaries at the source but is a peculiar mixture of the best and the 
inadequate. The book has a brilliant description of the lifestyle of koalas for young children 
and opens up plenty of discussion about the life cycle for the koala in current Australia. The 
illustrations by Julie Vivas are very realistic and beautifully depicted in a different style to the 
past. There are lovely page layouts for a very young audience. Further on, however, there 
are quite unemotional and realistic 2-print fonts which are very interesting: one font is for 
anthropomorphic text while the other is for factual text. However, this approach is not 
engrossing, despite the subject being a natural source of curiosity for most children.  This 
book is an unusual mixture of styles and mood changes and the approach and the intended 
audience is quite confused.       

              

                  


