
Minutes CBCA NSW NENW Sub Branch meeting:  
 10.00 am, 16 June, 2018, 

Armidale Memorial Library Meeting Room

Present:! Jo Sherrin, Miriam Newall, Sophie Masson, Sylvia Ransom, Ann Young

Apologies:  ! Heather Fisher, Luise Scherer, Lyndal Knuckey, Heather Attrill
    

Business arising (General meeting):
• Treasurerʼs report
! All invoices for Booked In! have been paid, and all funding has been received.  We realised a 
! loss of $513.01 after all bills were paid.
• Report on Booked In! 
! Sophie, Ann, Jo and Sylvia all reported on their experiences of Booked In!  Judith Rossell was an 
excellent author/illustrator who tailored her presentations appropriately for audiences ranging from 
kindergarten to Year 10, over three days and 8 different schools.  The support of the Armidale 
District Council Community Small Grant 2018 made this visit possible, and a required Acquittal 
form will be sent to the ADC reporting on our activities.  

• Lady Cutler 2018 nomination form is now available on the CBCA NSW website and has been 
downloaded.  The secretary will commence the application process.

Other business:
NEWC:  Sophie noted that entries for the NEWC Thunderbolt prize are now open.  There is a 
school category which enables several entries at a single rate.
! !Also, the Pitch Independent workshop takes place over August 3/4.  As part of this workshop, 
there will be a free, open to the public, Mini Symposium at the UNE Arts Theatre from 9 am - 12.30 
pm on August 3 with representatives from Magabala Books, Pitt Street Poetry and the School 
Magazine presenting.
! Sophie noted that there has been a rise in the number of small independent publishers on the 
CBC Notables list, including Armidaleʼs Little Pink Dog Books.  She indicated that this can be 
attributed to digital innovation which aids smaller presses in production and publicity, and the 
willingness of authors to take advantage of the more personal approach of the smaller publishers.  
eBooks are not a significant part of the innovation.

Sophie also brought several books for us to look at:

Pamela Freeman and Illustrated by Yvonne Low (2018) The Fastest Ship in Space.  Second Look. 
978-0-9945280-6-3  
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Hart, Stephen and illustrated by Kathy Creamer. (2018) The LIghthouse at Pelican Rock.  
Christmas Press. 978-0-9945280-5-6
These will be launched at the Childrenʼs Bookshop, Pymble on June 30.

Masson, Sophie and Illustrated by Kathy Creamer (2018) See Monkey.  Little Pink Dog Books. 
978-0-99462698-1

Also, Sophie noted that she has been using the poetry anthology A Boat of Stars, (Margaret 
Connolly and Natalie Jane Prior, editors (2018) 9780733337932), which contains some of her 
poetry, at workshops with school children. 

Meeting theme:  
Sophie Masson talked about the research undertaken for her PhD, tentatively called ‘No traveller 
returns, an exploration of contemporary after life fiction for young adults’.

Sophie’s PhD work will be submitted August 2018.  It is a creative practice PhD which means it has 
two components: a creative part and an analytical part, in her case a novel and an exigesis of 
afterlife novels in young adult fiction.  The novel part is currently entitled Ghost Squad and is 
currently with a publisher; the analytical part looks at what Sophie determined from her research.  
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Some outcomes were that no one had previously grouped this type of fiction for young adults into a 
genre, yet there is sufficient to do so.  Many interesting themes are discussed, among them that 
afterlife is not predictable, and that it is dealt with differently to books with this theme for adults.  
Liminality was an important theme relating to language, setting, characterisation and cultural 
diversity.  Sophie looked particularly at the afterlife coming into our world, and noted that there is a 
real precedent with the ‘Carrington Effect’ of 1859, a solar storm that interfered with communication 
worldwide.  
She also noted that there is also a body of work for the screen looking at this theme, which makes 
use of the ‘Lazarus trope’, or the dead returning in their original form, not as zombies or other 
fantastic beings.  In Australia, one familiar title is Glitch, which screened over the past two years on 
the ABC.  

Some published articles on the topic are listed on the UNE epublications website:  
https://e-publications.une.edu.au/vital/access/manager/Index 

Some specific book titles Sophie mentioned were - (see the booklist entitled After Life for cover 
images)

Choo, Yansze  (2014 ) Ghost Bride. William Morrow Paperbacks 978-0062227331

Lindgren, Astrid  (2009)  The Brothers Lionheart.  Oxford University Press. 978-0192729040

Lounsbury, Lynnette  (2014)  Afterworld  Allen & Unwin  9781743315101

McFall, Claire  (2017) Ferryman.  Kelpies  978-1782504344

Shusterman, Neal (2006)  Everlost  Simon & Schuster  1-84738-504-4  volume 1 of the Skinjacker 
Trilogy

Soto, Gary  (2005) The Afterlife. HMH Books  978-0152052201

Whitcomb, Laura (2005) Certain Slant of Light. HMH books  978-0618585328

Wyrzykowska, Kinga  (2015) Memor le mond dʼapres. Bayard Jeunesse 978-2747050005

Zevin, Gabrielle  (2007) Elsewhere. Farrar Straus & Giroux  978-0312367466

• Dates and themes for 2018 activities:  
All will take place in the meeting room of the Armidale Memorial Library.         
no meeting July
  August 4 - Book of the Year shortlist - Heather Fisher to co-ordinate
  August 21 - Children’s poetry workshop with John Charles Ryan
  September 1 - Giraffes in children’s books - Sylvia
 no meeting October
  November 3 - Kathy Creamer and  Little Pink Dog Books 
  December 1 - Kerry White, bibliographer and children’s literature enthusiast will join the meeting 
to talk either about her donation to the National Library, or on compiling bibliographies of children’s 
literature.  And of course, we will go out for lunch afterwards.
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