
Minutes of CBCA NSW NENW Sub Branch meeting:
10.00am, Saturday November 4, 2017

Armidale Memorial Library Meeting Room

Present: Heather Attrill, Sophie Masson, Jo Sherrin, Michelle Wheatley, Ann Young, 
 Miriam Newall
Apologies: Sylvia Ransom, Helen Evans, Heather Fisher, Lyndal Knuckey
Business Arising:
(no meeting in October)
• Treasurer’s Report: Ann reported that as at November 3, the current balance is 

steady at $4030.96, unchanged from the September report.

• Booked In! 2018 – Planning
Sophie advised that the visit of author/illustrator Judith Rossell is confirmed for 
Monday-Tuesday-Wednesday May 7– 9 (Jude is to arrive on Sunday 6).  Also 
visiting will be Caroline Tuohey.
As noted in the September meeting minutes, Heather Fisher will continue as 
school liaison contact and will send emails out to schools for Booked In! as well 
as for Children’s Book Week.

• Children’s Book Week 2018
CBCA Children's Book Week 2018, 17-24 August, will have the theme ‘Find Your 
Treasure’.  As advised in September Dr John Charles Ryan, writer and research 
fellow in the School of Arts at UNE, will conduct a Poetry Workshop in schools.

• The Lady Cutler Award 2018

Sophie suggested that planning for future nominations for the Award be left until 
the next meeting.

• December meeting, 2/12/2017 and lunch afterwards

Sophie will be away for the December meeting, as she will be in Lismore to give 
an address ‘Wearing Many Hats’ to the Artstate Conference.

Ann also is an apology for the December meeting (and for February) as she will 
be in Turkey with daughter Alex, due to give birth soon.

Heather raised the idea of a change of venue for this year’s lunch; Jo suggested 
Uralla, which everyone thought ideal, with specific venue yet to be decided.

Meeting theme: Michelle Wheatley from a bookseller’s perspective

Michelle of Reader’s Companion brought in a wonderful array of new titles from her 
bookshop for the group to examine.  A visual feast, most were hardcover Picture 
Books/Information Books with many incorporating paper engineering and other 
ingenious features, extending their visual appeal and educational reach.  All could 
engage readers of every age group, although Michelle noted she had made her 



selection with mostly a readership of (school) Years 7-9 in mind and bringing as 
many Australian publications as possible.  The second group of titles shown 
consisted of Chapter Books, mostly in paperback format.

First among the Picture/Information Books was 
Aussie Legends Alphabet, ‘an Australian pop culture alphabet’. (Details for books 
which were shown at the meeting are on the separate list of titles, using Sylvia’s 
innovation of including book covers for visual appeal).  Next was Gaolbird, ‘for ages 
7 to 107 – it’s really an Australian history’, from Simon Barnard, who Michelle noted 
won the Eve Pownall Award for Information Books in the 2015 CBCA Book of the 
Year awards for his first book, A-Z of Convicts in Van Diemen’s Land.  Michelle 
commented on the strengths and appeal of each title, noting for example regarding 
Robert Hegarty’s Time Atlas that ‘this is mainly dry facts, although beautifully 
presented’, whereas Emily Hawkins’ All Aboard the Discovery Express is ‘a mystery 
as well as facts’ and is one which Michelle particularly likes.  Another is an anthology, 
Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls: 100 Tales of Extraordinary Women which 
Michelle said she would have brought to the meeting but had sold the last copy.  The 
Poesy Ring from Bob Graham was found very appealing by the group; Michelle 
nominated his classic Rose Meets Mr Wintergarten as her favourite-ever Picture 
Book.

The meeting was then shown the Chapter Books, beginning with two titles from 
Belinda Murrell’s series Pippa’s Island.  Sophie noted that her daughter Pippa 
(Philippa), who is Ms Murrell’s agent, was the inspiration for the series.  As with the 
Picture and Information Books, this grouping contained a diverse and engaging 
range of titles to attract readers across a wide spectrum of interests.  When asked 
what trends are noticeable in book publishing and purchasing, Michelle responded 
that ‘people are really keen for their children to grow up and be better – whereas 
what about fun? – how about a story, not a message! - something more enjoyable 
and less didactic…’.  With regard to the most popular or best-selling titles, Michelle 
cited the Diary of a Wimpy Kid series as continuing a strong seller, but commented 
also that people are going back to classics, such as Anne of Green Gables for 
example.  Earlier in the meeting there had been discussion about the English writer 
Alan Garner, whose 1996 historical novel Strandloper was highly recommended.  A 
good source recommended by Michelle for out-of-print books is BookFound, at PO 
Box 22170, Ashgrove QLD 4060, ph. 1800 132 100.

The group thanked Michelle for kindly taking time and care to speak to the meeting 
and for bringing such a wide, enjoyable and informative collection of beautiful new 
books to be looked at.

Meeting closed: 12 noon


