
Minutes CBCA NSW NENW Sub Branch meeting:  
 10.00 am, Saturday 6 May, 2017, 

Secretaryʼs Home, Armidale

Present:! Sylvia Ransom, Sophie Masson, Heather Fisher

Apologies:  ! Helen Evans, Lyndal Knuckey, Ann Young, Kathy Creamer, Jo Sherrin, Miriam 
! ! Newall, Heather Attrill

Meeting themes for 2017: 
    3 June - ‘Five Friendly Dinosaurs’ (Helen Evans)
    no meeting July
    12 August - CBCA Book of the Year Shortlist (Heather Fisher)
    2 September - to be confirmed, Michelle Wheatley from a booksellers perspective
    no meeting October
    4 November - Owls in children’s literature (Lyndal)
    2 December - Working dogs (Sylvia and Heather A.), plus lunch afterwards

Business arising:
• Treasurerʼs report: 
With the grant from the Armidale Regional Council ($950.00), and payments from all but two of the 
schools who have booked author/illustrator visits, our bank account stands at $5533.00.
We still have $300.00 outstanding from two schools and the ADFAS youth grant of $650.00 which 
we will receive on May 18 at the ADFAS meeting.

• Booked In! 2017 - Progress report   
Heather to provide a timetable for the school visits with grades and numbers of children who will 
make up the audience at the author/illustrator visits.  Sylvia will drive Tristan to the schools he will 
be visiting on Monday and Tuesday.  
Monday, May 15, there will be a book launch at Readersʼ Companion at 5.30 pm when Tristan will 
sign copies of his books and launch a reissue of Max Fatchenʼs A Pocketful of Rhymes, illustrated 
by Kathy Creamer.  Author Ian Irvine will also be present.  After the launch, CBC members are 
invited to join Tristan, the president and others at the Wicklow Hotel for dinner.  We are not making 
a booking, just turn up.
	
 The writersʻ workshop to take place on Sunday May 14 at NERAM, sponsored by the 
New England Writersʼ Centre has a number of enrollments.   
The school visits on May 15 and 16 are as follows:
Monday May 15 - Tristan Bancks
! 9.30 am - Uralla Central School, approx 60 students, Yrs 5-8;
! 11.30 am -  St Josephʼs Catholic School, approx 24 students, Yrs 1-6; and 
! 2.15 - Newling Public School
Tuesday May 16 - Tristan Bancks
! 9.15 am - St Maryʼs School, 50-100 students, Yrs 3 and 4;
! 12.00 noon - Duval High School, 100 students, Yrs 7 andmaybe 8; and 
! 2.20 pm - New England Girls School, 70 students, years 3 - 7.
Tuesday May 16 - Kate Durack
! 9.30 am - Minimbah School, 18 Aboriginal students, Years 3, 4 morning tea
! 11.05 am - New England Girlsʼ School, 40 students, Years 9, 10, lunch
! 2.15 pm - Newling Public School, numbers, ages, to be advised, afternoon tea.

The exhibition of Leigh Hobbs etchings at NERAM to coincide with Booked In! had its official 
opening Friday, May 5th.  
CBCA members have been asked to read at a storytime during the exhibition.  



Sophie has agreed to read on Tuesday, May 16 at 10.30 am, and Sylvia at 10.30 am on Thursday, 
June 1, also at 10.30 am.  If any other members are able to participate, the other open dates are 
Thursday, May 18, Thursday May 25th, Thursday June 9 and Thursday, June 15th, all at 10.30 am.
Could you contact the secretary if you are able to assist?

• Sophie mentioned the museum project involving a number of local writers: Ian Irvine, Sophie 
herself, Beattie Alvarez, John Heffernan, Fiona McDonald.  This year each writer has run a 
workshop related to a New England museum.  They have assisted with making labels for 
museum objects more interesting, and will also write a story relating to the particular museum.  In 
2018 a book of these stories, illustrated by David Allen, will be made available both as an ebook 
and as a print on demand paper copy, at the various museums, and other appropriate places in 
the region. Sophie has been at the Powerstation museum in Tamworth, Ian Irivine at McCrossinʼs 
Mill in Uralla, Fiona McDonald at Saumarez outside Armidale, and Beattie at History House, Glen 
Innes.  This is a project with funding from Arts North West.

• Sophie also indicated that she has a number of books that we can make available to local 
libraries/schools that she acquired as a judge for the Young Adult novel category of the NSW 
Premierʼs Literary awards.  A list is appended to these minutes and can be obtained from the 
secretary on a first come first served basis.  

•  CBC banners for those who can use them, courtesy of CBCA NSW.  A number of banners from 
previous Children’s Book Weeks were brought back from Sydney and will be at the June meeting 
for libraries/schools who might want them. 

• planning for future nominations for Lady Cutler in 2017 or 2018 - held over until next meeting

• Anne Spudvilas - possible dates - Heather A.  (held over)

Meeting closed 11.45 am


