
Minutes CBCA NSW NENW Sub Branch meeting:  
 10.00 am, Saturday 3 June, 2017, 

Armidale Dumaresq Memorial Library Meeting Room

Present:! Heather Fisher, Helen Evans, Ann Young, Sylvia Ransom, Miriam Newall

Apologies:  ! Sophie Masson, Jo Sherrin, Lyndal Knuckey, Heather Attrill

Meeting themes for 2017: 
    no meeting July
    12 August - CBCA Book of the Year Shortlist (Heather Fisher)
    2 September - to be confirmed, Michelle Wheatley from a booksellers perspective
    no meeting October
    4 November - Owls in children’s literature (Lyndal)
    2 December - Working dogs (Sylvia and Heather A.), plus lunch afterwards

Meeting theme:  ‘Five Friendly Dinosaurs’ (Helen Evans)

Helen brought the sole original copy of her textile craft picture book Five Friendly Dinosaurs, as 
well as printed copies of the book.  Producing the original took about a year and it was delightful to 
look at.  Helen has self published the picture book, and it is available from Chaucer’s Gallery in 
Uralla.  She entertained us with a modified version of her book launch performance, and 
generously talked about where the idea for the book came from, how it was made - both the 
original and the self publishing process.

Business arising:
• This was our first meeting in the new library space.  It was favourably received.  It was noted that 

the Stack area is no longer publicly accessible, so material located there will need to be 
requested, and that a second copy of all CBCA award winners is located in the Stack.

• Treasurerʼs report: 
! As at May 31, our bank account stood at:   $4913.00

This includes the grant received from the Armidale Dumaresq Council ($950.00), but not the 
ADFAS one ($650.00), and payments from four of the seven schools who received author/
illustrator visits, as well as an anonymous donation of $100.00 to the NENW Sub branch.  We have 
still to pay some expenses to the authors/illustrators who visited.  See Booked In! below for more 
details. 

• Booked In! 2017 - Feedback report   - Heather F., Sylvia
! !! Our 2017 Booked In! was deemed to be a success.  Tristan Bancks and Kate Durack were 
popular with school children of all ages, and although all our bills have yet to be paid, the two 
grants received, plus the money paid by schools pretty well covers our expenses  (Our share of 
Tristan Bancksʼ and Kate Durackʼs expenses are yet to be paid; one school has not yet paid for 
their visit, and Tristan Bancksʼ cheque has yet to presented for payment).  

Sylvia to check with NEWC that the amount requested from the NEWC for Tristan means there is 
no further outstanding for him.  And that we are still to be billed by Kate for petrol expenses. 

A reminder to be sent to Minimbah school about their outstanding amount.
 The book launch ( a Max Fatchen poetry book reprinted by Christmas Press, and illustrated 
by Kathy Creamer) at ‘Reader’s Companion’ was a success, as were the NEWC associated 
activities.
! An exhibition of Leigh Hobbs etchings at NERAM to coincide with Booked In!, but opening 
May 5th and concluding in June was also successful, with story times on Thursday mornings. 
Sophie and Sylvia assisted NERAM with this activity. 



! Our grant money from ADFAS was received post festival, and is yet to be banked.  Heather 
Fisher attended the awarding ceremony which accompanied the May ADFAS talk.

Once Sophie returns to Armidale, we commence planning for Booked In! 2018.  It was noted that 
the logistics of having two different author/illustrators simultaneously was too difficult to repeat, 
although due to demand, we could certainly offer three days of school visits....
(Reminder to apply for CBC2U for 2018, to Arts NW in July 2017) 

•  CBC banners for those who can use them, courtesy of CBCA NSW.  Two are still available - 
Sylvia

• It was agreed that the books received from Sophie as a result of her being a judge in the Young 
Adult fiction category of the NSW Premier’s Literary Awards would be divided between NEGS 
and Uralla Central School.  These were offered initially to interested schools via the May meeting 
minutes, but no further requests have been received.

• planning for future nominations for Lady Cutler in 2018.  It was agreed that we would hold over 
nominating someone from the New England region until 2018. 

• Anne Spudvilas - possible dates - Heather A.  (held over)



Topics/programme for future meetings in 2017:

! Carried forward from 2013/4/5/6:
! ! Australian book of the year Short list - Heather Fisher to co-ordinate - August
 Dr Caroline Webb - repeat of Booked In! talk or some other topic
 Dr Liz Hale - images of childhood or other topic
 Kerry White - compiler of The Source, as well as the subject guides to kids books has 
offered to come and speak.

 children’s poetry
 meeting in Tamworth to coincide with an author visit;
 children’s literature in translation;
 collaborations eg. Ahlbergs, Nilands, McLeans
 interpretations of Pooh;   
 Fairy tales in retrospect.  Choice of a particular fairy tale for discussion from among the 
 following:  Snow White, Rapunzel, Beauty and the Beast, Red Riding Hood 
 owls, hedgehogs, cats, dragons, unicorns, bears, foxes, crickets; in general as a 
 theme; 
 monsters, ghosts, angels, trolls, witches 
 interpretations of Peter Pan, Robinson Crusoe;
 myths and legends:  Arthurian legends, Greek & Roman, Norse, Celtic, European (German, 
French, British);
 P.L. Travers
 film versions/adaptations of children’s books
 Santa themed books for a December meeting
 Heather Attrill and Sylvia Ransom have offered to do working dogs as a theme in 2017
  


