
  Children's Book Council of Australia
NSW Branch Inc. New England and North West NSW Sub-branch

ABN 22 605 603 714

Minutes CBCA NSW NENW Sub Branch meeting:  
 10.00 am, Saturday 4 February, 2017, 

Armidale Dumaresq Memorial Library Meeting Room

Present:  Heather Fisher, Sylvia Ransom, Lyndal Knuckey, Helen Evans. 
Apologies:   Ann Young, Miriam Newall, Sophie Masson, Heather Attrill.

Meeting theme: AGM and programming
 The 2016 AGM took place prior to this meeting.  See elsewhere for these minutes.

Business arising:
CBCA NSW Draft constitution and Sub-branch charter
There was considerable discussion about these documents, in particular the Sub-branch charter 
and guidelines.  One person attending the meeting said she had made a special effort to come 
because of her concerns about the proposed changes.  The secretary’s draft discussion paper was 
tabled, and is appended.   The CBCA NSW Sub-branch liaison meeting is scheduled for February 
25th.  Sophie is unavailable on that day.

Sylvia will attend the meeting to represent our views as outlined in the draft paper.

Booked In! 2017 - Progress report 
Tristan Bancks has been confirmed as the guest for Booked In. He will be in Armidale from May 
13-16. He will be available for school visits on Mon May 15 and Tuesday May 16. He will also do a 
writing workshop for adults, probably on the Sunday he is here, and a bookshop event perhaps on 
the Monday evening.
 Kate Durack has offered to do a day’s school visits (or portion therof) either on May 15 or 
16th. Costs will be ASA daily rate or pro rata and petrol as Kate is local.  This day will take the 
place of the suggested illustration workshop at NERAM. 

 Heather Fisher will send an email to local schools offering Kate and Tristan and collate the 
responses in order to work out the best arrangement for Kate and Tristan.  ASA rates, plus sharing 

of transport and accommodation costs with the NEWC as in previous years;  schools will be 
charged $100.00 per visit, or $300.00 for a whole day.

A Leigh Hobbs exhibition will be at NERAM to coincide with Booked In!  At this stage Leigh is not 
available for the Opening night, but should be available for an Armidale visit some time during the 
exhibition.  More details as available.  

Sylvia noted that a grant application for $500.00 has been submitted to ADFAS for 2017 Booked 
In!.  Unfortunately we missed the submission date for an ArtsNW grant as it was moved forward to 
July in 2016, and we can only apply every second year to the CBC.  The Armidale Regional 
Council community grant, closing date has also changed to February 2017.  We will be applying to 
them for $500.00 as well.   

Meeting dates for 2017 
with themes for each meeting, as set.  Proposed topics and dates appear below.
    4 March - to be advised
    1 April - the picture book publishing process (Sophie) 
    6 May - executive meeting only to finalise Booked In!  Members encouraged to 
    attend a Booked In! event in the week of May 13-17.
    3 June - ‘Five Friendly Dinosaurs’ - Helen Evans
    no meeting July
    12 August - CBCA Book of the Year Shortlist (Heather Fisher)
    2 September - to be advised



    no meeting October
    4 November - to be advised
    2 December - working dogs, plus lunch afterwards (Sylvia & Heather A.)

Other suggested programme ideas for 2017 include 
• inviting Kerry White, compiler of the subject guide to Australian children’s books to come and talk 

about her bibliographical work; 
• inviting Michelle Wheatley from Reader’s Companion to talk about new children’s books;  
After the meeting Sylvia spoke with Michelle who agreed to talk to the CBC, either on a set topic or 

one of her choosing.  To be slotted in once we have contacted the other two people.
• asking Liz Hale to speak at one our meetings on a topic mutually agreed upon, and
• Lyndal Knuckey agreed to present at a meeting, books about owls for children.  She will slot in to 

an unfilled slot above once Liz, Kerry and Michelle have been consulted.  
Sylvia to email Kerry, and Liz and talk with Michelle and then slot in as appropriate for the March, 

September and November meetings

Other business:  
CBC members and friends are invited to attend the book launch of Helen Evan’s ‘Five Friendly 
Dinosaurs’ on Saturday, February 18 at 3.30 pm at the Chaucer on Bridge Street Gallery in Uralla.  
The original art for the book will be on display and there will be dinosaur related activities for 
children and dinosaur themed food.  More information can be obtained from the website: http://
www.evansgalleryuralla.com  or Google chaucer on bridge street.

Lyndal showed those present the YouTube library video based on Queen’s Bohemian Rhapsody.
For those interested, here is the link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLaWsjv92E0 .

This reminded Sylvia of the New Yorker YouTube videos about grammar and punctuation.  These 
can be found by Googling either comma queen or new yorker grammar rules.  As well as their 
version of the 12 Days of Christmas:  http://video.newyorker.com/watch/comma-queen-a-copy-
editor-s-christmas .   

Similarly, there are a number of library based versions of the 12 days of Christmas if you search for  
library twelve days christmas that are also entertaining.
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Draft Comments on CBCA NSW Charter, Sub-Branch Guidelines, constitution and 
administrative responsibilities

While we of the New England and North West Sub-branch of the CBCA NSW realise that rules and 
regulations are necessary, particularly for larger sub-branches, some thought and consideration 
should also be given to smaller sub-branches.  
We appreciate that CBCA NSW is working to build a strong structure with clear guidelines, 
however, in some cases, these appear to be unduly constricting. In the past year we have 
acquired, at the request of CBCA NSW an ABN, and where possible comply with regulations 
outlined by CBCA NSW. We do, however, find some of the details listed in the draft charter, 
guidelines and constitution recently received make it difficult for our branch to comply with these 
documents. 

• We are a small branch, in existence now for 22 years.  Our core membership - those who 
regularly attend meetings - consists of approximately 10 people.  Our membership is too small to 
comply with the edict to change our executive at least every three years.  Our president, 
treasurer and secretary work well together, and have done so over a number of years, and we 
would like to continue to work in these offices.  We consult and take into account the views of our 
members, however, a number have heavy work schedules (teacher librarians, teachers, etc.) that 
would prevent them from holding office effectively.

• The role of publicity officer works well with the Secretary holding this office, and we wish this to 
remain possible.

• The need for a vice president is unnecessary, given our small size.  See comments below.
• Because of the small size of our membership, business - an inclusive process for all meeting 

attendees - is conducted at our regular meetings.  Generally we have meetings on the first 
Saturday of the month, except when this time falls within school holidays, at which time, we do 
not meet at all. And in August, the meeting is held on the second Saturday because of a general 
Armidale specific activity that takes place on the first Saturday of that month.  Thus we generally 
have nine meetings annually.  They need to remain titled ‘meetings‘, and their dates are set in 
December of the previous year, with a programming meeting, in conjunction with our AGM in 
February. Our sole ‘event‘ is our annual children’s literature festival; other meetings are get 
togethers of CBC members with a theme, as well as general business discussed.  

• Because of our small size and our remoteness from Sydney (and the costs of attempting to 
attend Sydney functions), we welcome anyone who wishes to attend our meetings, as long as 
they have an interest in Children’s literature and reading: teachers, parents, librarians, 
academics, students.  While we promote membership in the CBCA, it is not a requirement to 
attend.  That said, our executive are all CBC members.

• Other concerns in the documents listed above include an unclear reference to providing 
assistance to the CBCA NSW Main branch.  Does this include financial assistance?  I seem to 
recall this coming under discussion previously.  We have never received financial assistance 
from CBCA NSW based on our membership (i.e. a portion of money based on CBCA NSW 
membership fees), and do not wish to receive this support.  We will apply for grants for specific 
activities as appropriate.

If the difficulties outlined above are not able to be satisfactorily modified, we believe that we will 
have to disaffiliate with CBCA NSW, and continue as an independent body, possibly affiliated with 
the New England Writers’ Centre, who has been our partner in the NENW Sub-Branch’s popular 
Booked In! annual children’s literature festival.


