
Minutes
CBCA NSW NENW Sub Branch meeting:  

 10.00 am, Saturday 12 August, 2017, 
Armidale War Memorial Library Meeting Room

Present:! Miriam Newall, Heather Fisher, Ann Young, Jo Sherrin, Helen Evans, Sophie 
! ! Masson, Sylvia Ransom

Apologies:  ! Lyndal Knuckey, Heather Attrill

Meeting themes for 2017: 
    2 September - Owls in children’s literature (Lyndal)     
    no meeting October
    4 November - Michelle Wheatley from a booksellers perspective
    2 December - Working dogs (Sylvia and Heather A.), plus lunch afterwards

Meeting theme:  CBCA Book of the Year Shortlist (Heather Fisher)
 A list of the short listed books is appended, and Heather spoke to the titles, identifying strengths, 
weaknesses, and her favourites in each category.  As usual, with this annual August theme, there 
was animated discussion and everyone had an opportunity to see the short listed books.  

Heather’s picks - actual winners to be revealed in a week - as follows:
Older Readers - either Claire Zorn’s One would think the deep  or Meg Caddy’s Waer.
Younger Readers - Wendy Orr’s Dragonfly Song
Early Childhood - Kylie Howarth’s Chip
Picture Book of the Year - Owen Swan and Angela May George’s Out or Liz Anelli and Ross 
Watkins’ One Photo
Eve Pownall Aware for Information Books - Jennifer Cossin’s  A-Z of Endangered Animals
 

Business arising:
• Treasurerʼs report: 
! Our bank balance currently stands at $3930.90, with $100.00 still outstanding from Booked In! 
due to problems at the Bank.  Jo Sherrin will visit the bank and get this sorted.
! There was some comment at the fact that the Regional Australia Bank is reducing its opening 
hours, and that using our account attracts a $5.00 fee when withdrawals are made, which we were 
unaware of when we moved our account.

• Booked In! 2017 -  
! The final reporting to ADFAS and the Armidale Dumaresq Council for grant monies has been 
submitted.  It was a successful festival from the CBC Sub Branchʼs point of view, although Sophie 
noted that filling the available slots in the parts of the event run by the New England Writerʼs 
Centre had proved difficult.  This is partly down to problems publicising the activities, both with the 
Fairfax Regional Press and ABC Regional.  

Planning for Booked In! 2018
May continues to be a good time for the festival, so we will continue with this programming time.  
The NEWC is planning to invite Judith Rossell in 2018, and this was endorsed as a popular choice 
with the Sub Branch.  Other possible author/illustrators are Lisa Stewart (illustrator), Natalie Jane 
Prior (author) and Caroine Tuohey (author).  The NEWC has applied for a grant with Arts NW 
(closing date July 2017) and we will apply for a CBC2U in early 2018.  It was also noted that we do 
not try to juggle two author/illustrators at the same time unless we stipulate which days they are 
available, and that we could fill three days of visits in future.  



Sophie also suggested a poetry workshop jointly offered by the NEWC and the Sub Branch, with 
John Charles Ryan whose adult poetry workshops held at NERAM have been very successful.  
The workshop would take the form of school visits for upper primary students, probably in late 
September, and subject to receipt of a grant.

As our school fees have remained static for the last five or so years, it was suggested that the fee 
for school visits in 2018 be raised to $120.00 per visit.

•  CBC banners for those who can use them, courtesy of CBCA NSW.  The remaining banners will 
go to Minimbah School.  

• Sylvia noted that the remaining donations from Sophie as a judge of the Young Adult category of 
the NSW Premier’s Literary Awards have been split between NEGS and Uralla Central School.

• Sophie brought two of her new books for us to look at:  Two Rainbows and Building Site Zoo.

• Heather Fisher noted that she will retiring as NEGS teacher librarian on August 18.  She will 
assume her new duties as school archivist shortly thereafter, and still participate in the Sub 
Branch.

• It was noted, subsequent to the meeting, that Michelle Wheatley, of Reader’s Companion, who 
was to be our September speaker may not be available.  Secretary to contact Lyndal Knuckey to 
see if a swap between November and September themes is possible.  

• planning for future nominations for Lady Cutler in 2018 

• Anne Spudvilas - possible dates - Heather A.  (held over)

  


