
Minutes CBCA NSW NENW Sub Branch meeting:  
 10.00 am, Saturday 8 April, 2017, 

Armidale Dumaresq Memorial Library Meeting Room

Present:! Sophie Masson, Sylvia Ransom, Miriam Newall, Lyndal Knuckey, Helen Evans, 
! ! Heather Fisher

Apologies:  ! Ann Young, Heather Attrill

Meeting themes for 2017: 
    6 May - themes from the Children’s Laureate website (see below)
    3 June - ‘Five Friendly Dinosaurs’ (Helen Evans)
    no meeting July
    12 August - CBCA Book of the Year Shortlist (Heather Fisher)
    2 September - Michelle Wheatley from a booksellers perspective
    no meeting October
    4 November - Owls in children’s literature (Lyndal)
    2 December - Working dogs (Sylvia and Heather A.), plus lunch afterwards

Meeting theme:  8 April - The picture book publishing process 

Sophie spoke about the process of producing Once Upon an ABC, her first ABC book.  You can 
read about its genesis at:  http://www.firebirdfeathers.com , Sophie’s blog, which has photos of 
earlier versions, the cover image, and information about the illustrator and the collaborative 
process.  It also includes a link to the illustrator’s website:  http://www.chrisillo.com/ which features 
some artwork from the book.  Little Hare is the publisher of this new book, and is one of a number 
of titles Sophie will have published in the next year or so, the picture books stimulated in part by 
the arrival of two grandsons.  Two Rainbows will be released in July, Building Site Zoo in October, 
and in early 2018, The Tiger in the Garden. Once Upon an ABC is a wonderful stimulus for 
investigating fairy, traditional and folk tales with young children.

After the CBC meeting this book, as well as another of Sophie’s, Jack of Spades, was launched at 
Reader’s Companion Bookshop.  

Sophie also mentioned that Max Fatchen’s Pocketful of Rhymes will be launched during Booked 
In!  This delightful and funny book has long been out of print and is part of the reprint series of 
Christmas Press.  Also possibly in the pipeline is Nicholas Stuart Cage’s The Stone Cage.

Business arising:
• Booked In! 2017    
	
 Tristan Bancks will be in Armidale from May 13-16. He is booked for school visits on 
Monday May 15 and Tuesday May 16. He will also do a writing workshop for adults on the previous 
Sunday at NERAM from 10.30 - 12.30 and an ʻIn Conversationʼ event at Readerʼs Companion 
Bookshop on the Monday evening.
! Kate Durack: one day of school visits, date May 16.
  
As follows: 
Monday May 15 - Tristan Bancks
! Uralla Central School, St Josephʼs Catholic School and Newling Public School
Tuesday May 16 - Tristan Bancks
! St Maryʼs School, Duval High School, New England Girls School
Tuesday May 16 - Kate Durack
! Minimbah School, New England Girlsʼ School, Newling Public School
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We need a driver for Tristan on Monday and Tuesday.  Heather Fisher will return Tristan to his 
accommodation post his NEGS engagement on Tuesday, but we need a driver or drivers for the 
remainder of the time.
Transportation costs will be petrol vouchers only as both Kate and Tristan are driving to Armidale.  
Accommodation has been booked for Tristan at Allingham Apartments.  Total cost is $674.00.  The 
NEWC will invoice us for our proportion of transport and accommodation once it has been paid for.   
As Kate lives locally, In Walcha, we do not need to provide accommodation for her.
Leigh Hobbs exhibition at NERAM: ʻOld Tom Entrancedʼ to coincide with Booked In! from May 5 - 
June 18.  Sylvia to enquire about the storytelling arrangements during this exhibition.

Funding:  A grant has been applied for from ADFAS, and an application made for an Armidale 
Regional Council Community small grant for 2017.  We were successful with our application to the 
Armidale Regional Council, with $950.00 granted.  ADFAS will not make their decision until the end 
of April.  Three schools have already paid for their author visits, one by direct transfer and two by 
cheque which will be banked shortly.

• planning for future nominations for Lady Cutler in 2017 or 2018 held over

• The May meeting will look at the Childrenʼs Laureate website and the ideas listed in Itʼs Your 
Story:  http://www.childrenslaureate.org.au/project/leigh-hobbs-its-your-story-calendar-2017/
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